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ACRONYMS 
 

BINGO   Big International Non-governmental Organization 
CBA    Community-based Adaptation 
CBD    Convention on Biological Diversity 
CCB Standards Climate, Community & Biodiversity Standards 
CCBA    Climate, Community & Biodiversity Alliance 
CCBS    Climate, Community & Biodiversity Standards 
CDM    Clean Development Mechanism 
CH4     Methane  
CI    Conservation International 
CO2    Carbon Dioxide 
COICA   Coordinator of Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon Basin 
COP    Conference of the Parties  
DRC    Democratic Republic of the Congo 
EE    Equator Environmental 
EI    Equator Initiative 
EU    European Union 
FPIC    Free, Prior, Informed Consent 
GEF    Global Environment Facility 
GTZ    Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit 
HFCs     Hydrofluorocarbons  
IIRSA    Initiative for the Integration of Regional Infrastructure in South America 
IPs    Indigenous Peoples 
IPACC    Indigenous Peoples of Africa Coordinating Committee 
IPCC    Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change 
IPO    Indigenous Peoples Organization 
ITPI    (CI’s) Indigenous and Traditional Peoples Initiative 
IUCN    International Union for Conservation of Nature 
LULUCF   Land use, Land-Use Change and Forestry  
N2O     Nitrous Oxide  
NAPAS   National Adaptation Programmes of Action 
NGO    Non-governmental Organization 
OLSSI    Ole Siosiomaga Society 
PES    Payments for Ecosystem Services 
PFCs     Perfluorocarbons  
ppm    Parts Per Million 
REDD   Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation in        
    Developing Countries1 
SF6    Sulphur Hexafluoride 
SGP    Small Grants Programme 
SPA     Strategic Project on Adaptation 
TK    Traditional Knowledge 
UN    United Nations 

                                                 
1 The acronym REDD has varied definitions.  Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation in 
Developing Countries is a definition used by the UNFCCC in the post-Bali context.  
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UNDP    United Nations Development Programme  
UNDRIP   United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
UNESCO   United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  
UNFCCC    United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
UNPFII   United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
WCS               Wildlife Conservation Society 
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Compiler’s Note: 
 
To the greatest extent possible, this summary accurately reflects the workshop’s presentations and discussions.  
Participants who offered comments within the workshop are not identified by name, but rather by the country, 
organization, or group according to their self-introduction.  Please note that a full documentation of the 
workshop proceedings, a list of acronyms, and a complete list of registered participants accompany this 
report.  References to or use of this report should be within the context of the overall event to avoid 
misrepresentation or misinterpretation.  Any inaccuracies in this report are unintentional. Corrections and 
clarifications can be referred to the event documenters via this email address: awoofter@conservation.org. 



 
 

Goals and Purpose of the Workshop 
 
There are unique opportunities to work simultaneously at global, regional and local levels on 
strengthening representation, roles and capacities of indigenous peoples in climate change 
discussions and negotiations through policy, dialogue, and demonstration.  This is a critical 
priority to addressing climate change, as it is imperative to ensure that benefits from mitigation 
and adaptation investments reach the local stewards of natural areas, with their carbon stores and 
their biodiversity wealth, and to create the conditions for sustainability in efforts to reduce 
emissions from deforestation, to increase carbon sequestration in managed landscapes, and to 
enable human societies to adapt to climate change. 
 
Adequate resources and appropriate processes should be available to local communities and 
indigenous peoples to enable them to formulate strategies to work on global policy and national 
or project level initiatives to both mitigate and adapt to a changing climate. The planning, design 
and implementation of forest-carbon policies and projects must maximize free, prior and 
informed consent and respect the rights of communities within agreements to manage carbon 
with third parties.  Particular attention is needed in defining ownership, authority and 
responsibility over carbon stocks in standing forests and restored areas.  
 
Indigenous peoples need to be able to engage with government and investors in order to be equal 
partners in the development of climate change mitigation and adaptation actions that impact their 
lands and territories. They also need access to the funding and technical resources that will 
enable them to participate in market opportunities and propose carbon agreements that meet their 
own needs and priorities as well as contribute to the national climate change strategy. In order to 
accomplish this, indigenous organizations, development and conservation non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), governments, bilateral/multilateral agencies and the private sector should 
come together in a strategic way and actively support communities in this engagement.  
 
Therefore, Conservation International, together with the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), the Amazon Alliance, Tribal Link, and Land is Life organized this call for 
collaborative action to come together to share information on the impacts and responses to 
climate change. The inaugural event that will help to catalyze collaborative action was held at the 
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) on April 25, 2008, hosted at 
the German Mission to the United Nations (UN). This day-long event brought together 
indigenous participants from around the world, representatives from multilateral agencies, 
NGOs, businesses and foundations to learn about and discuss the needs, priorities and concerns 
of indigenous people and, also to explore topics such as the science of climate change, adaptation 
and mitigation strategies, and developing markets and potential opportunities.   
 
This report summarizes the presentations, discussions, comments, and next steps resulting from 
this initial workshop to find a collaborative way forward in addressing issues related to 
indigenous peoples and climate change. 
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Workshop Overview 
 

Organizers 
 
Conservation International (CI ), Indigenous and Traditional Peoples Initiative 
Conservation International values effective collaboration with indigenous and traditional 
communities who are the stewards of remarkable biodiversity within their traditional lands. 
Through the Indigenous and Traditional Peoples Initiative (ITPI), CI supports an ongoing open 
dialogue process among multiple stakeholders to build a common agenda for conservation. This 
process strengthens the foundation for CI’s collaborative work with communities, which is a 
fundamental component of conservation success. 
 
Conservation International’s mission is to conserve the earth’s living heritage, our global 
biodiversity, and to demonstrate that human societies are able to live harmoniously with nature. 
 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Equator  Initiative 
The Equator Initiative is a partnership that brings together the United Nations, civil society, 
business, governments and communities to help build the capacity and raise the profile of 
grassroots efforts to reduce poverty through the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

A simple fact lies at the heart of the Equator Initiative©s work: the world©s greatest 
concentrations of biological wealth are found in the tropics, in countries that also have some of 
the highest levels of poverty. The good news is that communities are charting a path toward 
sustainability, creatively using biological resources for food, medicine, shelter and improved 
livelihoods in ways that raise incomes and protect the environment. The Equator Initiative 
champions and supports community efforts to link economic development and income 
generation with the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity. 

The Amazon Alliance 
The Amazon Alliance addresses the urgent situation of environmental degradation and 
cultural loss in Amazonia.  Indigenous leaders and environmental organizations founded the 
Amazon Alliance to ensure that Amazonian indigenous peoples have power in the processes that 
affect them. The Amazon Alliance brings leaders of the Amazonian indigenous and 
environmental movements together. 
 
The Amazon Rainforest contains the greatest biodiversity on the planet and for thousands of 
years has been home to indigenous peoples.  There are innumerable reasons why protecting 
Amazonia should be a top priority, including its vital role in restraining global climate change. 
Yet, the destruction of the Amazon is accelerating due to deforestation, mining, oil drilling, dam-
building, and industrial agriculture. These threats could lead to the collapse of the Amazonian 
ecosystem within the next 40 years.  
 
Tr ibal L ink 
Tribal Link Foundation, Inc. is a communications network linking indigenous peoples to 
information, media, resources and relevant networks, with a special focus on the United Nations 
system. Tribal Link provides outreach to the public regarding indigenous peoples and their 
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issues, emphasizing the significance of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues. 

Tribal Link Foundation, Inc. was founded in 1993. The starting point of Tribal Link is that the 
world’s traditional peoples must survive. This can only happen with the help of the modern 
world, which is also the primary threat to their existence. Tribal Link matches the urgent needs 
of the world’s indigenous populations with the people and resources which can help them. 

Land is L ife 
The mission of Land is Life is to support indigenous communities in their efforts to secure rights 
at the local and national levels, and move forward a process of dialogue and strategic action that 
would bring about the international legal recognition of indigenous peoples© rights to self-
determination and collective ownership of lands, resources and knowledge.  
 
We are at a critical moment in history. Humanity is in the process of losing the vast majority of 
its cultural, linguistic, religious and artistic diversity. Immense bodies of biological, ecological, 
pharmacological and spiritual knowledge are disappearing at an alarming rate. We can continue 
in this direction, and face enormous consequences, or we can begin creating a world where 
indigenous cultures can flourish and contribute to global peace, health and security. 
 
Par ticipants 
 
Over 120 participants from indigenous organizations, NGOs, intergovernmental agencies, 
governments, foundations, and the private sector attended the workshop from all parts of the 
globe. Representatives from indigenous organizations and communities, NGOs and 
intergovernmental agencies served as facilitators and moderators of the sessions or contributed to 
the content of the workshop presentations and panels. (For a full list of registered participants, 
please see Appendix III) 
 
Venue 
 
The workshop was held at German House, in the German Consulate of New York, through the 
generous sponsorship of the German Mission to the United Nations 
 
Welcome 
 
The workshop was officially opened by His Excellency, Ambassador Dr. Martin Ney, the 
Deputy Permanent Representative of Germany to the United Nations. Ambassador Ney 
emphasized the strong focus of the German government on climate change issues. He 
highlighted the hosting of the upcoming Convention on Biological Diversity’s (CBD) 
Conference of the Parties and the next technical meeting of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Bonn, as well as the over 3 billion euros to be 
made available by the German government for climate change work.  
 
Welcoming remarks were also made by Silke Spohn of Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische 
Zusammenarbeit (GTZ), who focuses on work with indigenous peoples in Latin America. Ms. 
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Spohn commented that climate change is already affecting livelihoods and cultures, and that 
adaptive capacity is limited by the pace and extent of climate change impacts. She stressed that 
governments must address these issues and that GTZ supports indigenous peoples’  participation 
in the high level sessions in Bonn. 
 
Olaf Kjorven of United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) also welcomed participants, 
stressing the importance of the UNPFII focus on climate change and bio-cultural diversity and 
citing the UN’s increasing focus on climate change as helping to reach the goals of the Kyoto 
Protocol. Mr. Kjorven also recognized that indigenous peoples are the keepers of biodiversity 
and provide the link that is the key dimension to our response to climate change. He also 
emphasized that indigenous peoples need land rights and entrance into the climate change 
response negotiations and stated that UNDP is proud to be working with indigenous peoples 
around the world through efforts like the Equator Initiative and the Small Grants Program. 
 
Opening Remarks 
 
The Co-Chairpersons of the workshops were: 

�  Charles McNeill, Senior Advisor, Environment and Energy Group, UNDP 

�  Johnson Cerda, Comuna de Santa Elena, Ecuador  

�  Kristen Walker-Painemilla, Conservation International 
 
Mr. McNeill noted the powerful group of leaders assembled for the workshop -from 
communities, NGOs and businesses - and noted that all were there to listen. He also noted that 
bio-cultural heritage may provide a solution to the problems of climate change. Mr. McNeill 
stressed that moderators and speakers keep to the allotted times in order to complete a packed 
agenda. 
 
Johnson Cerda emphasized the impacts of climate change on indigenous peoples, recounting 
events such as hail occurring for the first time in his native community in Ecuador. Mr. Cerda 
contrasted the increasing impacts of climate change with the lack of participation by indigenous 
peoples in climate change discussions at both the national and global levels. He noted the 
importance of traditional knowledge to climate change discussions, but the lack of recognition of 
the value of this important resource. Mr. Cerda emphasized that we must look at climate change 
from multiple perspectives and that we can unite our efforts to focus this event on the following 
themes: 
 

1. full and effective participation 
2. indigenous peoples’  rights 
3. saving the planet from destruction 
4. sharing and using indigenous peoples’  knowledge and technologies 

 
 
Kristen Walker Painemilla, of Conservation International, announced that the response for 
participation in the workshop was so strong that it had exceeded the seating capacity of the 
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venue.  She reviewed the agenda for the day (for the full agenda, see appendix I), and defined the 
purpose of the workshop as: 
 

1. working together to determine how the group can increase the participation of indigenous 
peoples in climate change discussions with recognition of indigenous peoples’  rights and 
the value of traditional knowledge; 

2. increasing the knowledge of the group on adaptation, mitigation, and funding 
mechanisms, and on indigenous peoples’  perspectives; 

3. sharing information so that each one of us can make informed decisions - from 
indigenous peoples to NGOs to the private sector- rather than promoting one course of 
action or another. 

 
Session Format 
 
The workshop was organized into three sessions with the following objectives: the first, to 
provide an opportunity for indigenous participants to present the impacts of climate change that 
they are experiencing related to their cultures and livelihoods and their needs and priorities for 
climate change mitigation and adaptation responses; the second session, to highlight response 
mechanisms and approaches for mitigation and adaptation that are currently being implemented 
or negotiated; and the third session to define a way forward for collaborative action and next 
steps through open discussion and dialogue.  Each session was moderated. Brief comments and 
questions were accommodated after each presentation, with agreement that further questions and 
comments would carry over to the extended open discussion period in session three. A summary 
of the sessions follows with key points from the presentations and comments. For additional 
detail, please refer to the complete notes of the workshop proceedings. 
 
Session One: Indigenous Peoples and Climate Change 
 
This session consisted of two panels and was moderated by Trevor Stevenson, the Executive Co-
Director of the Amazon Alliance. Mr. Stevenson stated that the Amazon Alliance was pleased to 
be part of this event and emphasized that participation was critical. 
 
The first panel, organized by Tribal Link, was entitled, “ Impacts of Climate Change on 
Indigenous Peoples’  Culture, Traditional Knowledge and L ivelihoods” . The purpose of the 
panel was to hear directly from indigenous representatives and community members about the 
impacts of climate change that they are currently experiencing in their regions and communities. 
Presenters came from several of the world’s regions, including, Africa, Latin America, the 
Pacific, and the Arctic.   
 
Daniel Rogei Salau, Simba Maasai Outreach Organization, Kenya 
Mr. Rogei Salau presented how climate change is affecting the Maasai communities, their 
culture and traditional knowledge.  He stated that indigenous peoples depend on their natural 
environment and their traditional economic livelihoods to fulfill their lifestyles.  He also stated 
that 70% of biodiversity is found on indigenous peoples’  lands with the majority of Kenya’s 
wildlife found in Maasai territory.  Mr. Rogei Salau emphasized that indigenous peoples are 
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stewards of the lands through traditional knowledge but have been politically and economically 
marginalized and are currently facing many threats stemming from western culture.   

 
He stated that the Maasai are vulnerable because of reasons including loss of land in the name of 
secluded conservation and encroachment and are victims of capitalization and globalization.  Mr. 
Rogei Salau explained that the Maasai are seeing unpredictable weather that traditional 
knowledge cannot predict and loss of biodiversity resources which are affecting their livelihoods 
and health.  He expressed how livelihoods are being threatened resulting in increased poverty, 
disintegration of cultures and loss of indigenous knowledge.   

 
Mr. Rogei Salau presented the challenges facing indigenous people due to climate change which 
include the lack of access to information, commercialization of forests through carbon trading, 
the lack of capacity and limited participation of indigenous peoples. 
 
Mr. Rogei Salau strongly noted that the Maasai want to be a part of the climate change solution 
but that they do not recognize themselves as part of the problem.  He explained that solutions to 
this problem could be to increase indigenous capacity, respect for traditional knowledge systems, 
organic farming and more efficient energy sources.  Finally Mr. Rogei Salau stated that he 
wishes to make the UN Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) a living 
document.   
 
Fiu Elisara, Director  of Ole Siosiomaga Society (OLSSI), Samoa 
Mr. Elisara promptly expressed the reality that climate change is a major issue in the Pacific.  He 
explained that the majority of the governments in the Pacific do not recognize the region’s 
indigenous peoples, which represent 90% of the total population, and that some government 
representatives “went to lunch”  while the rest of the world signed the UNDRIP.  He emphasized 
that climate change is a life and death reality for the region as many islands are threatened with 
submersion.   
 
He also stressed that developed countries need to be accountable for their actions; they should 
stop pushing developing countries to carry the responsibility for the developed countries actions.  
He noted that reducing emissions makes the climate change problem not only about resources, 
ethics and moral issues but also about business, money and resources and how to steal and use 
them. 
 
Mr. Elisara asked as a way to move forward that everyone hear the call of the indigenous 
peoples.  He stated the need for diversity, leadership and a balance of the other pillars of 
sustainable development, not just the economic pillar.   

 
Egberto Tabo, General Coordinator  of the Coordinator  of Indigenous Organizations of the 
Amazon Basin (COICA) (Mr. Tabo replaced Diego Escobar who is shown as the speaker on the agenda) 
Mr. Tabo introduced himself as the general coordinator of COICA and explained that COICA 
defends indigenous peoples’  rights and the rights of nature in the Amazon.  Mr. Tabo stated that 
nature gives the indigenous peoples life and is their “mother” , something impossible to sell.  He 
noted that cities don’ t allow the earth to breathe and should be destroyed rather than the forests.   
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Mr. Tabo explained how, when the workshop participants talk about climate change they talk 
about the impacts and protection but there is also a lot of talk about business and money.  He 
stated that this is not right and that the ideology and approaches must change.  Mr. Tabo also 
discussed the many threats that exist in the Amazon including mega-projects such as IIRSA.  He 
explained how these projects bring suffering, droughts and mineral extractions.   
 
Mr. Tabo stated that governments have no clear policy on climate change and that indigenous 
peoples are already overhauling legal frameworks in the countries, but laws on paper are not 
enough.  He expressed the importance of bringing about human rights standards and structural 
changes.  
 
Finally, Mr. Tabo recognized Evo Moralas as the President of Bolivia and explained how Bolivia 
has had enough of governing by the few.  He explained how indigenous peoples do not have one 
single profession but have leadership.  He continued by stating that he does not believe in 
universities but learned from the rainforest.  Mr. Tabo ended by encouraging workshop 
participants to get up from their desks and work in the Amazon to prevent extinction and destroy 
cities.   

 
Mr. Olav Mathis Eira, Vice-President of the Saami Council 
Mr. Eira explained that the Saami live in four countries, and their traditional livelihood is 
reindeer herding.  He himself is a reindeer herder.  He stated that many changes are occurring in 
Norway such as extreme weather and increased precipitation.  Mr. Eira expressed that these 
changes are very bad for herding and threaten the reindeer species by limiting food supply and 
exposing them to deadly parasites which thrive in warmer temperatures.  He discussed how 
traditional knowledge also does not apply to current changes, which makes it very difficult to 
pass on the trade to younger generations.  He emphasized that the Saami are dealing with 
adaptation through ongoing projects and have no intentions of giving up.  He ended by saying 
that his people must to deal with this problem on their own instead of letting the bureaucrats in 
Oslo make these decisions.   
 

Discussion 
 

After these presentations, the floor was open for questions and comments.  Several 
indigenous peoples from the Andes, Central America and South Africa presented their 
views on climate change.  One gentleman reminded us not to forget about the Andes 
which is an important ecosystem linked to the Amazon.  He encouraged workshop 
participants to look at the whole picture as an ecosystem service.   

 
A participant from Guatemala encouraged all to remember these important issues: 
improving behavior, decreasing growth and lowering consumption.  He stated how 
indigenous people have fallen into these patterns, too, and need to question their own 
attitudes and strengthen their cultural values.  He encouraged everyone to think about 
how the world is changing and explained that indigenous leaders believe that everyone 
must raise awareness and recognize alternatives. 

  
A gentleman from the Khoi San indigenous peoples of South Africa talked about the new 
challenges for fishing and diving for diamonds because of environmental changes.  He 
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also stated that development issues are threatening indigenous livelihoods, changing their 
views, heritage and traditions.  
 
 

The second panel, entitled “ Needs and Pr ior ities of Indigenous Peoples for  Climate Change 
Mitigation and Adaptation Responses”  was organized by Land is Life. Topics were related to 
indigenous peoples’  adaptation responses; concerns about Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation in Developing Countries (REDD)2 and other response 
mechanisms; the role of indigenous and traditional knowledge in climate change responses; and 
the need to focus on rights, health and the inclusion of indigenous peoples in policy and 
negotiations at all levels. The panelists included participants from Africa and Central and South 
America.  
 
Onel Masardule, Fundación Para la Promoción del Conocimiento Indígena 
Mr. Masardule introduced himself as a Kuna from Panama.  He agreed that everyone is seeing 
drastic changes as a result of climate change.  He stated that indigenous peoples have a history of 
adapting as evidenced by their very survival.  He also expressed his discontent with governments 
that communicate their desire to help indigenous peoples on one hand, while supporting 
measures detrimental to indigenous peoples, such as carbon funds and REDD, on the other.  He 
noted that if governments really want to recognize indigenous peoples’  rights then they should 
create a fund to repay the indigenous peoples for taking care of the rainforests. 
  
Sinafasi Makelo, Dignite Pygmee  
(Sinafasi Makelo, representing Dignite Pygmee was unable to attend the workshop as planned) 
 
Marcos Terena, Comite Inter-Tr ibal 
Mr. Terena stated that he is a member of the Brazilian indigenous peoples delegation, which 
hails largely from the Amazon.  He explained that this delegation recognizes the global impacts 
of climate change, affecting not only their homeland but also New York and Germany.  He 
recognized the role that indigenous peoples play in the global policy arena.  Mr. Terena 
emphasized that indigenous peoples cannot just complain about climate change; rather they want 
to be a part of the solution and have something to offer.   
 
In closing, Mr. Terena explained that indigenous elders in his community believe that new health 
issues affecting them arrive in the spirit of the winds.  He shared with the elders that the 
problems come from the white man who is also affected by them.  He stated how indigenous 
peoples are victims of development and must take action to awaken a new ecological conscience.   
 
Alejandro Argumedo, Asociación Andes 
Mr. Argumedo explained that he runs the Quecha-Aymara Association in the highlands of the 
Andes.  He recognized that indigenous peoples live in the most sensitive ecosystems where 
climate change specifically affects them.  Mr. Argumedo recognized foreign approaches to 
climate change adaptation strategies such as REDD but feels that theses strategies will hurt 
indigenous peoples.  He proposed using traditional knowledge and non-market indigenous 

                                                 
2 The acronym REDD has varied definitions.  Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation in 
Developing Countries is a definition used by the UNFCCC in the post-Bali context. 
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adaptation strategies to develop scenarios for effectively adapting to climate change.   Mr. 
Argumedo encouraged the collaboration with the UN University to spread and share indigenous 
knowledge. 
 
Mr. Argumedo stressed his concern that carbon markets and clean development mechanisms are 
human rights issues.  He stated the need for human rights monitoring under the UNPFII to ensure 
that human rights violations are stopped and guarantee that the UNDRIP be thoroughly included 
in all climate change work. 
 
Mary Simat, Chairperson, Indigenous Peoples of Afr ica Coordinating Committee (IPACC)   
(Ms Simat’s presentation was moved from the earlier panel)   
Ms. Simat noted that she has attended the forum since 2002. She explained how everyone talks at 
the meetings but then wonders about the actual implementation once they return home.  She felt 
that side events like this workshop are good opportunities to move the discussion forward.  Ms. 
Simat stated that climate change doesn’ t need PhDs but rather people working on the ground.   
 
Ms. Simat described problems facing indigenous peoples and climate change in Africa by first 
stating that Africa must recognize that it has indigenous peoples.  She also explained how it is 
very difficult to access funds and information on the local level in Africa.  She stressed the need 
to mainstream international strategies into national and local processes.   

 
Discussion 
 
Participants from Brazil and India added comments.  The participant from Brazil again 
stated that indigenous peoples are victims of climate change but not responsible for it and 
that they have been excluded from discussions on the topic.  The representative from 
India agreed that indigenous peoples could be the worst affected but asked the group to 
consider the long term impacts of climate change.  She asked if cities will actually be the 
biggest casualties.  The representative also asked the group to ethically and morally 
consider how and what they consume and who they deprive by doing so. 

 
Session Two: Climate Change – Impacts and Responses 
 
This session was moderated by John Scott, Programme Officer-Traditional Knowledge, CBD 
Secretariat. Mr. Scott provided a brief introduction to the session, commenting that participants 
were not only articulating problems, but also starting to discuss solutions, opportunities and 
threats.  Mr. Scott related examples of indigenous peoples’  concerns that have arisen at various 
meetings sponsored by the CBD Secretariat related to indigenous peoples’  traditional knowledge 
and climate change. The session consisted of five presentations, one presenting the scientific 
basis of climate change impacts, and four discussing the regulatory and market responses 
currently being implemented or negotiated. After some of the presentations, the discussion 
period was extended to accommodate the numerous questions and comments. A summary of the 
key points of the presentations and discussions follows: 
 
The Science of Climate Change (Organized by Conservation International) 
Presenter: Celia Harvey, Conservation International  
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Celia Harvey presented the science behind climate change.  She stressed the fact that climate 
change is occurring and that human activity is increasing greenhouse gases.  Ms. Harvey defined 
climate change and presented solid evidence for it with examples of changes in temperature, 
weather and ecosystems.  She discussed the causes of climate change describing the atmospheric 
explanation and role of greenhouse gases.  Ms. Harvey presented this information with statistical 
graphs that predicted future effects.  She then explained the difference between mitigation and 
adaptation with examples of both.  Finally, Ms. Harvey emphasized that urgent immediate action 
is necessary. 

 
International Response: Policy and Markets, Policy and Decision-making Framework: 
UNFCCC, Voluntary and Regulatory Carbon Markets and Mechanisms  
Presenter: Carina Bracer, Forest Trends - Katoomba Group 
 
This presentation by Carina Bracer highlighted mechanisms for responding to climate change.  
Ms. Bracer started with a discussion on carbon markets as one tool to finance conservation 
opportunities that have to be complimented by social and policy approaches.  She stressed that 
this mechanism is not about selling land but compensating land stewards for protection of 
ecosystem services.  Ms. Bracer also discussed social requirements needed for successful carbon 
market projects. She explained how the Katoomba Group is a network interested in promoting 
compensation for ecosystem services. Ms. Bracer continued by describing the different carbon 
markets; voluntary and regulatory.  She gave a brief background and highlighted their 
differences.   
 
Indigenous Responses to Climate Change: Scaling up Community-based Approaches 
Presenters: Yoko Watanabe, Program Manager, Biodiversity, Global Environment Facility 
(GEF); Stephen Gitonga, UNDP-GEF Small Grants Programme  
 
Ms. Watanabe presented a background of how the GEF is working with indigenous peoples and 
climate change projects.  She explained that the GEF is a funding mechanism for the CBD and 
UNFCCC.  Ms. Watanabe announced that the first analysis of projects with indigenous peoples 
funded by GEF will be launched at the CBD meeting in Bonn in May.  Ms. Watanabe gave a 
brief introduction of the GEF adaptation funds which include: Strategic Project on Adaptation 
(SPA), Special Climate Change Fund, Least Developed Country Fund and the Adaptation Fund.  
 
In conclusion, Ms. Watanabe encouraged indigenous participation and explained that indigenous 
peoples can access GEF funding directly.  She noted that GEF is a five million dollar endeavor 
implemented by the UNDP.   
 
In his presentation, Mr. Gitonga described the GEF model and Small Grants Programme 
including historical and project data stressing the program’s more recent focus on climate 
change.  He explained that each country receives an annual allocation averaging about $400,000 
with small grants averaging $50,000.   
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Mr. Gitonga described how the program’s climate change focus is primarily on mitigation 
projects but that it also promotes climate change adaptation grassroots initiatives.  He explained 
the current learning process that is leading towards a participatory, localized approach.   

 
Mr. Gitonga ended his presentation by explaining that the program is not involved in carbon 
finance projects and that it links global, national and local concerns, adopting a transparent and 
participatory approach.  

 
Discussion on REDD: Opportunities and Challenges (Organized by UNDP Environment & 
Energy Group and the Small Grants Programme) 
Panelists: Charles McNeill and Terence Hay-Edie 
 
Charles McNeill opened the panel with a request for advice.  He recognized the objections to 
REDD presented in the earlier sessions and noted that indigenous voices are not being consulted 
or taken into consideration during projects carried out as experiments in the indigenous 
communities.  He agreed that, ironically, indigenous peoples have the smallest carbon footprint 
while developed countries maintain their present lifestyle.  He ended by presenting the following 
questions and statements: 

 
�  Things will happen – will we influence them or be influenced by them? 
�  New mechanisms to address carbon could bring sustainability and benefits, but your input is 

needed.  Land rights and land tenure are critical. 
�  UNDP wants to pilot some projects and wants to ensure indigenous participation in them. 
�  Under what conditions could REDD be designed to work for indigenous peoples (i.e. land 

rights security, participatory governance frameworks, legitimate financial transfer systems)? 
�  Have you had experiences with other payment for ecosystem services mechanisms that could 

inform how REDD could work? 
�  What role does the UN system have in making REDD work for indigenous peoples? 
�  This is a continuum and there is a question of scale.  Are there any comments on the question 

of scale? 
 

Discussion 
 
Participants from around the world presented comments and questions to the GEF & GEF 
SGP.  They explained that these mechanisms look good ideally, but community 
representatives cannot access these funds because of a variety of reasons including: the 
lengthy application and project process, complex procedures and the lack of 
understanding of the “ international language”.   
 
UNDP responded by explaining that they are trying to be inclusive of all national and 
local languages.  They are also looking at participatory video as a way to work with local 
peoples.  
 
The SGP gave examples of how they work on a grassroots level to break some of the 
barriers mentioned above.   
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The GEF representative agreed that the process was lengthy and unacceptable, explaining 
that they are working to shorten it with a new project cycle.  She also encouraged people 
to participate and give feedback through the national dialogue venues.   
 
Charles McNeill ended the session by acknowledging that access seems to be a major 
issue.  He suggested that possibly a committee should address the issue and also 
suggested that guidebooks on REDD and climate change might be needed 
 

Climate Change and Business: Forest Carbon Projects and Standards for Implementation 
(Organized by the Climate, Community and Biodiversity Alliance (CCBA) and Wildlife 
Conservation Society (WCS)) 
Presenters: Joanna Durbin, CCBA; Linda Krueger, WCS; Howard Gould, Equator 
Environmental 
 
Joanna Durbin, CCBA 
Ms. Durban began her presentation by discussing the negative impacts that carbon emissions 
from land-based activities have on people and biodiversity.  She also mentioned the potential 
positives that can be gained by implementing successful carbon market projects.  Ms. Durban 
explained how project design and implementation are key to catalyzing these potential positives.   

 
Ms. Durban explained that the Climate, Community and Biodiversity Alliance (CCBA) came 
together to in 2003 to develop a set of voluntary standards (CCB Standards) for successful 
carbon market projects.  She described how the CCBA shows multiple benefits of these projects 
if land tenure, site knowledge and involvement of all parties are considered at the beginning.  
Ms. Durban also briefly discussed the importance of sound projects to investors -describing how 
investors want to minimize risk and not be seen as abusing rights and sustainability.   
 
Ms. Durban explained that currently CCBA has 5 certified projects and 4 posted for public 
comment.  Additionally, 90 projects have expressed interest in pursuing certification using the 
standards.  In closing, Ms. Durban noted that the standards are currently in revision and CCBA is 
considering including Free Prior Informed Consent.   

 
L inda Krueger , Wildlife Conservation Society 
Linda Krueger presented a forest carbon project in Madagascar that is certified using the CCB 
Standards.  Linda explained the socioeconomic situation in Madagascar and laid the framework 
of the project which includes community integration.  She noted that the project includes 
community-led zonation.  Ms. Krueger explained that local communities receive 50% of project-
generated revenue.  She explained how the project hopes to ensure long-term community 
benefits such as lasting integrity of the ecosystem services.  Ms. Krueger also noted that the 
project sequesters 9.2 million tons of carbon dioxide (CO2).   
 
Howard Gould, Equator  Environmental 
Mr. Gould explained how CCBA projects are essential to his investors. Mr. Gould is the co-
founder of the Equator Environmental which is a member of the CCBA.  He emphasized the 
importance investors place on investing in sound social projects that consider land tenure and 
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social responsibility.  He also stressed that projects that involve indigenous peoples bring more 
value to carbon credits for the greater good of the community and the environment. 
 

Discussion 
Comments and questions from the participants have been summarized below: 

 
A participant from Colombia expressed the fact that indigenous peoples must be consulted on 
these issues and described a law in Colombia requiring such consultation with indigenous 
peoples when decisions and actions will affect them.  The participant asked for a clear policy 
to guide and ensure appropriate interactions, also asking for all documentation in Spanish.   

 
A representative from Congo asked what guarantees that indigenous peoples have been taken 
into account in REDD, requesting proper documentation, more dialogue at the international 
level and all documents be translated to French.   

 
A representative from Senegal related climate change to malnutrition because of the lack of 
proper food resources and also asked the UN to develop a framework in the forum that would 
address proper financing and consider how climate change is affecting the populations from 
the Sahel.   

 
Ms. Durban responded by stating that the CCBA can help lobby but recognized that this is 
not the complete answer.  She noted that policy frameworks must be utilized, too.   

 
A USA participant stated that there is a serious lack of recognition by governments and land 
tenure has never been a priority for them.  He noted that carbon emissions should be zero.  
He recognized that he does not understand carbon markets fully but that anything growing 
this fast cannot be good for the people. 

 
Summary of Points and Comments from Panels and Presentations  
(Session Moderators: Trevor Stevenson, Charles McNeill, Terence Hay-Edie) 
 
Trevor  Stevenson, Amazon Alliance 
Mr. Stevenson summarized that indigenous peoples are some of the most vulnerable to climate 
change because of their connection to nature and natural resources but noted that they have not 
been a priority in climate change discussions and as a human rights issue, should be.  He noted 
that indigenous knowledge is being destroyed by climate change, recognizing also that this 
knowledge may be precisely what helps indigenous peoples adapt and mitigate climate change.  
He concluded by stating that climate change negotiations need to include indigenous 
organizations.  Mr. Stevenson stated that NGOs and experts should help provide information to 
indigenous peoples but not make the decisions for them. 

 
Char les McNeill, Senior  Advisor , Environment and Energy Group, UNDP 
Charles McNeill recapped the main points of Celia Harvey’s presentation on how climate change 
works and humanity’s role in it, all correlated to temperature and weather.  He also highlighted 
the topic of voluntary and regulatory markets in Carina Brandon’s presentation.  Mr. McNeill 
asked the group how they can maximize the benefits of REDD.  He reemphasized that projects 



 
 

18 
 

can have positive and negative impacts but should be developed to enhance the positive and 
minimize the negative, as presented by Ms. Durban. He restated how the Makira [Madagascar] 
project is an example of how funds from the voluntary market are sequestering carbon and 
benefiting the environment and community, as explained by Ms. Krueger.  Mr. McNeill also 
mentioned how private investors seek CCBA projects to benefit their investments by minimizing 
security risk, as explained by Mr. Gould.  Mr. McNeill ended by restating the feedback that 
indigenous people have the resources and need to be consulted.   
 
Terence Hay-Edie 
Terence reviewed Ms. Watanabe’s presentation, highlighting that the GEF learns by doing and 
small projects allow the GEF to do trials.  He also mentioned Mr. Gitonga’s presentation 
explained how SGP is piloting community-based adaptation projects in 10 countries. 

 
Session Three: The Way Forward 
 
This session was an open discussion co-facilitated by Max Ooft, Association of Indigenous Village 
Leaders in Suriname; and Juan Carlos Jintiach, Executive Co-Director, Amazon Alliance, who then 
followed the discussion with a summary of the work of the day. 
 

Discussion 
Comments and questions from the participants have been summarized below: 
 
A participant from Guyana began by stating that the forum has brought happiness with 
the UNDRIP but sadness when people look at what is really happening in the world.  He 
stated his distrust for governments.  He expressed that the governments are polished and 
manipulative, which leads to an unfair playing field.   He also asked the big international 
NGOs (BINGOs) to stand up to governments in defense of indigenous peoples.  He 
emphasized that climate change hinders traditional practices and, at the current rate of 
work, efforts will fail unless indigenous peoples are treated as equals.  He expressed that 
indigenous peoples must react in their own way and own time because their consultative 
processes are different.   
 
A participant from the Global Forest Coalition asked if the benefits for indigenous 
peoples are fair and equitable or if the negative impacts outweigh these benefits.  She 
asked UNDP to stop using pilot projects as they are human testing.   
 
A participant from Colombia asked the group to be clear about what transpired at the 
workshop; it was an information space not a consultative space.  He suggested moving 
forward with regional meetings to share information.   
 
A participant from Kenya expressed his frustration with governments ignoring 
indigenous peoples’  rights and UNDRIP.  He suggested empowering organizations that 
lobby governments for indigenous rights and expressed that they need to make a strong 
network of indigenous peoples that is also empowered.  
 
A participant from Conservation International asked the group to consider how they can 
get this information to the regional and local levels and to Bonn. 
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A participant from COICA stressed that funds have to arrive to indigenous peoples and 
the beneficiaries.  He also stressed that land tenure must be dealt with before 
deforestation is addressed.  He also called for joint action plans with the many donors and 
agencies but stressed that they have to work on issues prioritized by indigenous peoples.  
 
A participant from Brazil explained how mega-projects and energy needs hurt his 
community’s rivers and lands solely so other Brazilians and Peruvians can live better.  He 
asked UNPFII to denounce these problems. 
 
A participant from the Katoomba Group noted that her organization works with 
indigenous peoples and is willing to strengthen open dialogue.  She stated that they 
would be interested in organizing regional workshops and addressing indigenous peoples’  
demands.  She asked for other processes that have effectively worked for indigenous 
people.   
 
A participant from India asked indigenous and non-indigenous peoples alike to remember 
that indigenous peoples’  basis is their spiritual identity with the earth.  She stated that the 
UN recognizes that indigenous peoples have wisdom and a sense of the sacred earth that 
all must learn from, yet it is always indigenous peoples’  capacity that must be built.  She 
suggested that the industrialized world should undergo a similar sort of capacity building 
to speak to indigenous peoples.   
 
A participant from IPACC suggested that indigenous peoples recognize the skills that 
they already have.  He also asked what mechanisms could be used to ensure that fair 
benefits are felt regarding land tenure.   
 
A participant from the Global Justice and Ecology Project stated that proceeding with 
REDD projects will be dangerous without first addressing the current consumption of 
forest products and reducing this demand.  
 
A participant from Brazil explained that representatives from the Amazon, Indonesia and 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo have come together to address climate change by 
developing the Manaus Declaration.  He noted that it is very important for them to 
coordinate with indigenous peoples from other parts of the world, thereby making the 
declaration even stronger. 
 
A participant from Congo called for strong partnership but stated that indigenous 
peoples’  livelihoods and contributions are not recognized at the national and sub-national 
level. He stated that putting principles into practice is important; noting that the western 
world has been negligent but now cries about the consequences.   
 
A participant introducing herself as a healer ask how one can get the industrialized world 
to better understand the urgency and necessity of these issues and to awaken their 
sacredness and appreciation for the earth. 
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Co-Facilitator Max Ooft presented the group for further discussion a pending question that was 
asked by a participant earlier in the workshop, “How can the UN ensure that indigenous peoples’  
rights are respected? 
  

A participant from UNESCO said that when dealing with these challenging issues it is 
necessary to remember that the UN is governmental, but on the flip-side this is positive 
because the decisions are collective and pressure plays a role in decision-making.  He 
stated that indigenous peoples must work with the UN for desired change. 

 
Co-Facilitator Max Ooft presented these pending workshop questions, “How to get the 
information to indigenous peoples?” , “What do we really need to do?”  and, “What is each person 
going to do personally?”  
 

A participant from Conservation International (CI) stated that CI is willing to work with 
indigenous peoples in the regions where the organization works to identify the way 
forward.   
 
A participant from the UN Equator Initiative stated that they are committed to developing 
their own organization’s capacity to work with indigenous peoples.  She stated that they 
would like to have a capacity building day for NGOs during upcoming meetings in 
Barcelona.  
 
A participant from the Indigenous Environmental Network said that there has been a lack 
of recognition of indigenous peoples.  He stated that they do not see carbon trading and 
funding mechanisms as the answer to climate change questions and shared that their 
position is to support those who have opposed these carbon projects and trading since 
inception. 
 
A participant from the USA discouraged other indigenous groups from signing any 
papers that they do not fully understand.  He stated that the climate change problem, 
which is happening fast, is not just an indigenous peoples’  problem, but that nation states 
must also be accountable.  He encouraged indigenous peoples to put pressure on 
industrialized nations and to share their ceremonies, trying harder to convince the nation 
states to make changes.  He also thanked the German Mission for hosting the event. 

 
Co-Facilitator, Max Ooft then presented a summary of the day’s work in the form of principles, 
strategies and actions, which he compiled from the workshop’s presentations and discussions.   
 
Pr inciples 
�  The spirituality of mother earth, not just the economics of carbon trading. 
�  Self determination of IPs– takes leadership in environmental matters. 
�  Self representation in discussions and decision-making. 
�  Respect for IPs, IP leadership, IP institutions - treatment on basis of equity. 
�  Recognition of IP wisdom and knowledge. 
�  Change in ideology needed - polluters need to take responsibility. 
�  Collective approach necessary, shared responsibility. 
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Strategies 
�  Take leadership by IPs. 
�  Consultations directly with IPs involved and representative organizations – international, 

regional, sub regional and national. 
�  Recognition of IP rights in all programs. 
�  Making UNDRIP a living document. 
�  Increased accessibility and effective participation in discussions and decision-taking, 

including language and mechanisms. 
�  Effective information sharing mechanisms and sharing of experiences and strategies. 
�  Empowerment and capacity strengthening. 
�  Also capacity strengthening of non-indigenous peoples for understanding IPs better. 
�  Solidarity by (BI)NGOs with IPs. 
�  Put pressure on developed countries and citizens to look into consumption patterns and take 

responsibility for their over consumption. 
�  Reduce demand on natural resources. 
�  Create fund for IPs on climate change under own management. 
�  Direct funding to IPOs. 
�  Accessibility to funding, information, forums. 
�  Return to concepts of sustainable development (inclusion of environmental and human rights 

considerations) – change in the three C’s (conduct, consumption patterns, 
commercial/economic models). 

�  UN to be supportive in ensuring adherence of international agreements. 
 
Actions 
�  This was informative; need for real consultations at regional level. 
�  Further consultations with elders, spiritual leaders and spirits. 
�  Implementation of above strategies. 
�  Information in accessible forms and languages to be able to bring back to our constituencies. 
�  Construction of new process to reconstruct discussions on climate change. 
�  Strengthen IPs’  networking. 
�  Formulate policies at national level on IPs. 
�  Strategic planning, including cooperation with supporting organizations. 
�  Provide opportunities to make indigenous issues and problems more visible (advocacy). 

 
Conclusions and Next Steps 
 
Johnson Cerda concluded by extending thanks to all. He commented that nothing was invented 
during the workshop; rather what we were missing was the communication.  He expressed the 
importance of sharing this information and thereby strengthening networks. He noted that the 
report will come out in three weeks and will be distributed through the regional representatives. 
Mr. Cerda closed the workshop by thanking all the participants for sharing, and he expressed his 
hope that the day had been useful. 
 



 
 

Appendix I  
  

Indigenous Peoples and Climate Change:  
Mobilizing Collaborative Action 

A Workshop at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
Seventh Session, New York 

April 25, 2008 
 

Venue: The Permanent Mission of Germany to the UN 
871 UN Plaza, New York, NY 10017 

 
8:00-8:30  Registration 
 
8:30-9:05 Welcome 

 

H. E. Ambassador Dr. Martin Ney                                                                 
       Deputy Permanent Representative of Germany to the United Nations 

 

Silke Spohn, Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ)  
 
  Opening Remarks by Co-Chairs, Overview of Agenda &  Workshop Purpose  

- Charles McNeill, Senior Advisor, Environment and Energy Group, United Nations  
Development Programme (UNDP) 

       - Johnson Cerda, Comuna de Santa Elena, Ecuador  
       - Kristen Walker-Painemilla, Executive Director, Indigenous and Traditional Peoples   
                    Initiative, Conservation International 

 
Session 1:   Indigenous Peoples and Climate Change 
 
9:05-9:15 Introduction 
  Moderator: Trevor Stevenson, Executive Co-Director, Amazon Alliance 
   
9:15-10:00  Impacts of Climate Change on Indigenous Peoples’  Culture,     
  Traditional Knowledge and Livelihoods:  Panel (Organized by Tribal Link)    

- Daniel Rogei Salau, Simba Masai Outreach Organization, Kenya 
- Fiu Elisara, Director of Ole Siosiomaga Society (OLSSI), Samoa 
- Diego Escobar, Coordinating Organization of Indigenous Peoples of the Amazon Basin              

(COICA) 
   - Mary Simat, Chairperson, Indigenous Peoples of Africa Coordinating Committee  
                                        (IPACC)      

- Olav Mathis Eira, Vice-President of the Saami Council  
 
10:00-10:15 Break 
 
10:15-11:00 Needs and Priorities of Indigenous Peoples for Climate Change Mitigation          
  and Adaptation Responses (Organized by Land is Life) 

- Onel Masardule, Fundación para la Promoción del Conocimiento Indígena 
- Sinafasi Makelo, Dignité Pygmée 
- Marcos Terena, Comite Inter-Tribal 
- Alejandro Argumedo, Asociación Andes 
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Session 2:       Climate Change: Impacts and Responses 
 
11:00-11:10 Introduction   
  Moderator: John Scott, Programme Officer, Traditional Knowledge  

      Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), Secretariat  
   
11:10-11:40 The Science of Climate Change 
  (Organized by Conservation International) 
  Presenter: Celia Harvey, Conservation International  
 
11:40-12:30 International Response: Policy and Markets 

Policy and Decision-making Framework: United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC)  

  Voluntary and Regulatory Carbon Markets and Mechanisms  
  Presenter: Carina Bracer, Forest Trends - Katoomba Group  
  
  Indigenous Responses to Climate Change: Scaling up Community-based   
  Approaches 

Presenters: Stephen Gitonga, UNDP-GEF (Global Environment Facility) Small Grants    
                    Programme (SGP) 

         Yoko Watanabe, Program Manager, Biodiversity, GEF 
12:30-1:30 Lunch 
 

Testimonies on Climate Change   
Presentation of Participatory Videos filmed during UNPFII by Insight Video, SGP and 
partners 

 
1:30 – 2:00 Discussion on REDD: Opportunities and Challenges 

(Organized by UNDP Environment & Energy Group and the Small Grants Programme) 
  Panel: Terence Hay-Edie, GEF-SGP  

            Charles McNeill, UNDP 
 
2:00 - 2:30 Climate Change and Business: Forest Carbon Projects and Standards for   
  Implementation 
  (Organized by the Climate, Community and Biodiversity Alliance (CCBA) and   
  Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS)) 
  Presenters: Joanna Durbin, CCBA 

      Linda Krueger, WCS 
         Howard Gould, Equator Environment  
 
2:30-2:40 Summary of Points and Comments from Panels and Presentations  
  Session Moderators: Trevor Stevenson, Amazon Alliance  

         John Scott, CBD 
   
Session 3:   Is There a Way Forward? 
        
2:40-5:00  Facilitated Discussion 
  Co-Facilitators: Max Ooft, Association of Indigenous Village Leaders in Suriname 

Juan Carlos Jintiach, Executive Co-Director, Amazon Alliance 
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5:00-5:30 Summar izing Next Steps and Closing 
  Co-Chairpersons: Charles McNeill, UNDP 

    Kristen Walker, Conservation International 
    Johnson Cerda, Comuna de Santa Elena, Ecuador 
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Appendix II 
 

PROCEEDINGS 
 

Indigenous Peoples and Climate Change: 
Mobilizing Collaborative Action 

 

A workshop at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 
Seventh Session, New York 

Apr il 25, 2008 
 

Venue: The Permanent Mission of Germany to the UN 
871 UN Plaza, New York, NY 10017 

 
 

 
 
 
8:00-8:30  Registration 
 
8:30-9:05 Welcome 

H. E. Ambassador  Dr . Mar tin Ney  
Deputy Permanent Representative of Germany to the United Nations 

 
�  Welcome and happy to host event on indigenous peoples and climate change. 
�  The themes of climate change and indigenous peoples are of special interest for German 

government.  Welcomes GTZ colleague, Silke Spohn who focuses on indigenous peoples in Latin 
America. 

�  In 2008, 3.3 million euros to be made available from Germany for climate change work. 
�  The Bonn meeting in April 2008 will highlight climate change and human health. 
�  In a speech, Secretary General of UN, Ban Ki-Moon, also highlighted that it’ s often the folks who 

are least able to cope who are most affected by climate change.  They also contribute the least to 
climate change. 

�  German mission to UN is happy to host this side event. 
�  German government is happy to host conference on climate change in Bonn. 
�  Welcome. 

Compiler’s Note: 
 
These proceedings are the compilation of four documenters’  notes taken during the workshop 
“ Indigenous Peoples and Climate Change: Mobilizing Collaborative Action.”   To the greatest 
extent possible, they accurately reflect the workshop’s presentations and discussions.  
Participants who offered comments within the workshop are not identified by name, but rather 
by the country, organization, or group according to their self-introduction.  A complete list of 
registered participants is attached to the workshop report.  Please note that a full list of 
acronyms accompanies these proceedings as they may not be identified within the text itself.  
References to or use of these proceedings should be within the context of the overall event to 
avoid misrepresentation or misinterpretation.  Any inaccuracies in these proceedings are 
unintentional.  Corrections and clarifications can be referred to the event documenters via 
this email address: a.woofter@conservation.org. 
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�  Use forum to create new ideas. 
 
 

Silke Spohn, GTZ 
 

�  Thanks to indigenous peoples, CI, Amazon Alliance, Tribal Link, Land is Life and UNDP. 
�  Climate change is already affecting livelihoods and cultures. 
�  Adaptive capacity in the face of climate change is limited by pace and extent of impacts. 
�  Important to governments to address this. 
�  Consider how biofuels are currently affecting fuel prices. 
�  Is in charge of GTZ’s work in the Latin America region. 
�  In Bali, German Minister Sawyer, emphasized importance of indigenous peoples participation to 

find strategies for adaptation and mitigation. 
�  GTZ supports the prospect of indigenous peoples giving statement in high level sessions in Bonn. 
�  Welcomes chance to discuss further steps.  

 
 

Olav Kjorven, Director  of the Bureau for  Development Policy, UNDP 
  

�  From UNDP. 
�  Thanks to previous speakers, welcome everyone.  
�  Important that UNPFII is focusing on climate change and bio-cultural diversity. 
�  The UN’s increasing focus on climate change will help us reach the goals of the Kyoto protocol. 
�  Indigenous peoples are the ultimate keepers of biodiversity.  Indigenous peoples are the link, and 

this is the key dimension to our response to climate change. 
�  We need to buffer climate events. 
�  Indigenous peoples need land rights and entrance to the negotiations. 
�  UNDP is proud to be working with indigenous peoples around the world, through efforts like the 

Equator Initiative and Small Grants Programme. 
�  Thanks to organizers who saw the importance of looking at indigenous peoples and climate 

change.  
 
 
  Opening Remarks by Co-Chairs, Overview of Agenda &  Workshop Purpose  

Char les McNeill, Senior  Advisor , Environment and Energy Group, UNDP  
 

�  This is a powerful group of leaders here, from communities around the world, NGOs, businesses. 
�  We are here to listen. 
�  Climate change is a problem, but bio-cultural heritage may be a good solution. 
�  Stay on time as this is a packed agenda. 

 
 

Johnson Cerda, Comuna de Santa Elena, Ecuador   
 

�  Thanks. 
�  We recently had hail in the rainforest where I am from in Ecuador (from a Quichua community), 

and this is something that should happen in the mountains.  This is unprecedented. 
�  Community upset, asking what the gods have been sending. 
�  These sorts of events have been happening for a while where I live, in the comuna Santa Elena. 
�  We’ve seen other signs of climate change, too. 
�  But we haven’ t been able to participate in global climate events. 
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�  Since 2000 there have been advances on this theme. 
�  Traditional knowledge is important to discussions of climate change but it’s really only been 

recognized recently, about 2 years ago, and indigenous peoples’  participation in climate change 
discussions is still limited. 

�  Official discussions don’ t have indigenous peoples’  participation even at the national level. 
�  Lots of Latin American governments have World Bank support but haven’ t invited us to 

participate in the discussions. 
�  It’ s important to look at these issues from the business perspective as well as the indigenous 

perspective.  It’ s as if there are two streets to choose from: the business street or the defend-our-
lives street.  But really we’ve got to look at climate change from multiple perspectives. 

�  Several worries have allowed us to unite efforts to focus on this event. 
�  We can unite our ideas on the following themes: 

o Full and effective participation. 
o Our rights. 
o Saving the planet from destruction, the intentions of everyone. 
o Recognize our traditional knowledge – this is essential, we’ve got to recognize 

indigenous peoples’  technologies. 
 
 
Kr isten Walker-Painemilla, Conservation International 
 

�  Thank you.  
�  We had such a large response to participate that some people have been turned away. 
�  Purpose and operation: 

1.  Let’s see how we can increase participation of indigenous peoples, with recognition of 
indigenous peoples’  rights and TK. 
2.  Increase knowledge on these issues to all of you: adaptation, mitigation, indigenous 
peoples’  perspectives, funding mechanisms. 
3.  Not to promote or take stand on one course of action or another, but rather to share 
information so that each of us can make informed decisions, from indigenous peoples, to 
private sector, to NGOs. 

�  Overview of Agenda - Each session will have moderator to keep us on track. 
 
 
SESSION 1:  INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
 
9:05-9:15 Introduction 
   

Moderator:  
Trevor  Stevenson, Amazon Alliance 

   
�  I will help move this session forward, as we hear from indigenous leaders from various parts of 

the world.   
�  Amazon Alliance is pleased to be part of this event; participation is critical to us in terms of 

protecting and affecting land. 
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9:15-10:00  Impacts of Climate Change on Indigenous Peoples’  Culture,     
             Traditional Knowledge and Livelihoods:  Panel (Organized by Tribal Link)   

 
Daniel Rogei Salau, Simba Maasai Outreach Organization, Kenya 

 
�  Climate change and impacts on indigenous peoples’  culture, traditional knowledge. 
�  Will be talking about Maasai. 
�  Indigenous peoples depend a lot on their natural environment to fulfill their lifestyles and 

also depend on their traditional economic livelihood 
o Over time, indigenous peoples have also been politically and economically 

marginalized. 
o Livelihoods - Indigenous peoples have spiritual reverence for environment. 
o 70 % of biodiversity found on indigenous peoples’  lands. 
o In Kenya, most wildlife found in Maasai territory. 
o There is a link between indigenous peoples and bio and cultural diversity 
o We are stewards and custodians through our traditional knowledge. Social and 

cultural lifestyle – known for their beauty and resilience, but they’ re also 
threatened by schools and western culture. 

o We have strong social ties and networks. 
o We have strong respect for social justice and nature. 

�  Economic livelihoods in Africa 
1. Hunter gatherers (Bushmen). 
2. Nomadic pastoralists (Maasai). 
3. Small scale farmers. 
4. Fishers. 

�  But people lack fish rights. 
�  Among Maasai, we look to Mt Kilimanjaro, tallest mountain in Africa.  It’s our 

thermometer, and its ice cap is receding.  This is a strong indication; we depend on the 
ice melt every year. 

�  Why are vulnerable?   
o We have loss of land, and it’s our mainstay resource.  Since colonial times we’ve 

been losing it.  Governments have taken it in the name of secluded conservation, 
conservation in national parks without people. 

o We’ve also had encroachments to forest and concessions. 
o Indigenous peoples are not recognized and there is discrimination and 

marginalization in Africa.  There is also general suffering, and a lack of 
awareness of suffering.  There are unfavorable policies and laws.  Indigenous 
peoples are victims of capitalization and globalization. 

�  Climate shock and indicators.   
o Weather has become unpredictable and our traditional knowledge is no longer 

able to predict weather patterns.  There have been frequent droughts, famines and 
floods.  There are shrinking resources, like on Kilimanjaro - no snow - therefore 
no ice melt and no foliage. 

o Huge disappearance of biodiversity, too, and this will affect livelihoods and 
health.  We’re leading toward desertification. 

o Impacts also include, livelihoods threatened generally, increased poverty, 
disintegration of cultures, and loss of indigenous knowledge. 
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o With biodiversity loss, also get more conflicts and chaos – this is our early 
warning system. 

�  Challenges include 
o Lack of access to information about climate change. 
o Commercialization of forests though carbon trade. 
o Lack of capacity to address and mitigate. 
o Limited participation in climate change. 

�  We want to be part of the solution.  We don’ t see ourselves as part of the problem 
definitely.   

o But we need capacity building to get there, we need to be respected and promoted 
- our knowledge systems and intellectual property rights.   

o We need to promote organic farming. 
o We want solution that embrace cleaner and more efficient energy (solar and 

wind). 
o Make the indigenous peoples declaration a living document. 

 
 

Fiu Elisara, Director  of Ole Siosiomaga Society (OLSSI), Samoa 
 

�  Climate change in the Pacific region.  
�  I will premise this talk by alluding to a person defending himself in court –  

“Your Honor, he really didn’ t know where to run, so I ran him over.”   This is what is happening 
to indigenous peoples all over the world. 

�  Climate change is really about us in the Pacific. 
�  8 million people live in the Pacific, 90% are indigenous.  But ten of our governemnts went to 

lunch instead of staying and endorsing the UN indigenous peoples declaration.  Our own 
governments are colonially dominated.  They forget to recognize rights. 

�  Climate change is an issue of life and death for us.  Many islands slated to be submerged. 
�  This is an ethhical and moral issue that we are here today to talk about.  We talk about reducing 

emissions, and this makes it more about resources, and not about the ethics and moral issues of it.  
It becomes more about business, money and resources and how to steal and use them.  For a 
developed country – it’s easier to be forgiven than to ask for authority and this is sad.  As 
developing countries, we look to developed countries to be guides. 

�  Joke – A Pacific Islander goes into the UN and wanted to smoke, but the UN colleague says, “ the 
sign says ‘no smoking’ .”   But then they went into his office and the person sees an ashtray.  
When the person reminds him of the no-smoking rule, the UN staffer says, “ the ashtray is for 
those people who don’ t ask.”  

o This is powerful – we as indigenous peoples ask. 
�  From our side in the Pacific, Bali has been frustrating.  Developed countries don’ t 

commit, rather they push developing countries to carry the responsibility.  The World 
Bank fund was developed as a solution in Bali, but these kinds of solutions will 
ultimately impact indigenous peoples.  Governments need to be genuine about their 
commitment to climate change.  By shifting or giving responsibility and monies to the 
World Bank, this means World Bank isn’ t beholden to us, and then when it goes wrong 
we just blame the World Bank.  Carbon auditing is being done by consultants from 
developed countries, the same countries that are funding the process.  We need to ask for 
new and additional resources, not just new technology.  We governments need to be 
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genuine and accept responsibility.  We need accountability for the pending loss of low 
countries in the Pacific. 

�  The inevitable might be that we will become environmental refugees. 
�  In terms of a way forward, I ask that you hear the call of indigenous peoples.  When you start 

promoting biofuels, it’ s not fair and just, it’ s not a way forward.  My people are being forced by 
governments to move in the name of climate change.  Often it’s really to put land under 
development for things like forests and biofuels.  But we don’ t need monoculture, we need 
diversity.  We need leadership.  Be genuine, balance the other pillars of sustainable development, 
not just the economic pillar.  We must consider social justice and culture diversity.  

 
 

Diego Escobar , Coordinator  of Indigenous Organizations of the Amazon Basin 
(COICA) 
[Please note that Egberto Tabo instead of Diego Escobar presented on behalf of COICA] 

 
�  I am Egberto Tabo, general coordinator of COICA. 
�  Hello.  
�  There is a distinction between indigenous peoples and whites, why don’ t we understand each 

other?   
�  COICA is the coordinating body of the Amazon.  It has representatives from nine countries of the 

Amazon, with different cultures and languages.  Defends indigenous peoples’  rights and in 
defense of rights of nature and rights of all living beings in the Amazon.  COICA tries to defend 
more than 10 million hectares. 

�  Regarding climate change, an intimate right, we’ re talking about our mother and I don’ t want to 
sell my mother, who has protected the earth for countless years.   

�  Nature is what gives us life, this is impossible to sell.  We’ re not here for you to sell 
carbon credits at the cost of selling our mother.   

�  Maybe we need to destroy the cities instead of the Amazon.  The earth can’ t breathe here 
in New York – we are covered with pavement.  What are we really talking about here? 

�  If you care about the earth, get rid of the cities.  We’re not going to sell our mother. 
�  When we talk of climate change, we talk about impacts and protection, but there is also a lot of 

talk about business.  We talk about money and that’s not what this is about.  We need to change 
the ideology and approach. 

�  We’ve inverted a lot of money into studies, but have they really helped us and nature?  This is a 
complex issue.  We, the indigenous peoples, are really the ones who protect nature. 

�  Grave threats exist.   
o For donor agencies, they fund governments to do projects in the Amazon Basin.  On one 

hand you fund those projects, and then you talk about protection.  It doesn’ t jibe. 
o Mega projects in the Amazon are alarming and cost a lot of money.  We haven’ t seen 

improvements coming from this.  IIRSA is one of our biggest threats – energy grid and 
dams, agro fuels and biofuels.  In ten years time, we’ ll really see the changes this is all 
bringing about.  Stop the mega-projects. 

o We’re already suffering from all this. Droughts, mineral extraction.  This is really a 
theme about how and whether we want to continue living. 

�  Governments have no real clear policy to deal with climate change.  What do we want to do about 
defending the rainforest? 

�  Indigenous peoples are already overhauling legal frameworks in our countries, and this is a great 
advancement.  But it’ s not enough to have it written on paper.  We need to make our standards on 
human rights come alive.  We need structural changes. 
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�  Evo Morales is president in Bolivia because it’ s really the pressure for change.  Governments 
need to do what people want.   

o We’ve had enough of governing for the few.  He has given an important example of our 
ability to govern.   

o Indigenous peoples don’ t have a single profession that brings us to the table.   
o What are indigenous experts?  We have our leadership. 
o I don’ t believe in universities.  I learned from the rainforest.   
o If we want to work, we’ve got to up from the desk.  We need to work in the Amazon and 

prevent extinction.  Let’s protect the rainforest and destroy the cities. 
 
 

Olav Mathis Eira, Vice-President of the Saami Council  
 

�  Thanks to all for organizing. 
�  Saami –  

o Saami people live in four countries. 
o Our traditional livelihood is reindeer herding.  I am a reindeer herder.   

�  We are facing changes in Norway.  Weather is extreme.  Precipitation has increased, and it’ s 
generally unstable.   

o It will rain in the winter now when it shouldn’ t be, and this is bad for herding but it 
makes a layer of ice on snow and reindeer can’ t reach food.  This leads to starvation.   

o The 1990s were especially bad, bad for reindeer in the Arctic and bad for caribou in 
North America.   My neighbor lost 70 reindeer in the summer, which is very odd.  The 
death was caused by a parasite which is usually killed by the cold winter, but that year it 
wasn’ t cold enough to do so. 

o Ice is very unstable.  We have to cross rivers and lakes with herds, but the crossings 
aren’ t as strong and sure as they used to be.  It’ s difficult to convey to younger 
generations where and how they should proceed; our knowledge has to change. 

o The warmer summers mean that reindeer have to migrate to higher altitudes and in these 
higher regions, the grass is not as good.  Therefore in autumn, the reindeer are not well-
fed and ready for the harsh winter. 

�  We are also dealing with adaptation and we have projects ongoing.  We aren’ t going to give up, 
but we need flexibility and our own ways to find our way out of this.  This means we have to deal 
with these problems on our own, rather than letting the bureaucrats in Oslo make these decisions. 

 
Comments  

 
Participant from the Andes  
�  4000 meters above sea level, we raise alpaca.  We need to protect the circle of humidity.  We in 

the Andes are very important for the Amazon.  You have to see the whole picture.  We are an 
important voice in this.  We are an ecosystem service, and you haven’ t invited us to participate. 

 
Participant from Guatemala 
�  This information is really alarming. 
�  Three C’s to consider: 

o Comportamiento [behavior] – We need to behave better. 
o Crecimiento [growth] – If all countries grew like China, we would be overwhelmed and 

this would create poverty and problems. 
o Consumo [consumption] – Development has generated consumption and we as 

indigenous peoples have fallen into this pattern, too.  We need to remember this.  We 
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want the new cell phone, too.  We need to question our own attitudes and strengthen our 
cultural values. 

�  We need to think about how the world is changing.  According to indigenous leaders, here are 
three ways forward: 

o Raise awareness in everyone, and in this way we protect. 
o When countries go underwater in the developed world, countries like Holland, this will 

finally make them realize and bring about better behavior. 
o There are alternatives.  These alternatives can help us all.  In the Maya world, this year 

will be important and there will be profound changes in the world.  It’ s important to 
recognize these alternatives. 

 
Participant from South Afr ica 
�  I represent the Khoi San indigenous peoples of Africa.   
�  An important part of our community is fishing.  We used to catch a large fish, but now it’s scarce 

and smaller.  Now there are only seasons when it’ s available.  Livelihoods that depend on fish are 
devastated. 

�  November is the peak for diving for diamonds.  But this year, don’ t understand what’s going on 
under the sea, it’ s dangerous to dive. 

�  Development issues: people are encroaching on indigenous lands.  Houses are being built right up 
to the mountains, changing our view, our heritage, our traditions, by people who can afford to do 
this. 

�  Nuclear waste: They say they are storing it properly, but we think they’ re taking it up to the 
Kalahari and dumping it on indigenous lands. 

 
 
10:00-10:15 Break 
 
 
10:15-11:00 Needs, Priorities, of Indigenous Peoples for Climate Change Mitigation           
             and Adaptation Responses. (Organized by Land is Life) 

 
Onel Masardule, Fundación Para la Promoción del Conocimiento Indígena 

 
�  I am Kuna from Panama. 
�  The topic of this panel is needs and priorities of indigenous peoples.  
�  Indigenous peoples are always the first to suffer the drastic impacts of environment.  
�  We’re all seeing the drastic changes as a result of climate change.  Indigenous peoples over 

history have been able to adapt and this is precisely why we are still here.   
o For example, there haven’ t been any Kuna houses destroyed by earthquakes or hurricanes 

because we know how to build them appropriately. 
�  Government talks about destructive forces, and to help indigenous peoples, but they are 

contradicting themselves.   
o The government doesn’ t want to recognize our ability to be adaptive. 
o Everyone talks about climate change but they don’ t want to take measures to conserve the 

forest, conserve local knowledge. 
o They only take on business initiatives and market-related initiatives. 
o This shouldn’ t be the focus. 

�  During a meeting of indigenous peoples in Bolivia, we decided that the carbon fund, REDD does 
not contribute anything to indigenous peoples yet the idea is that it should be helping indigenous 
peoples.   
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o If governments really recognize indigenous peoples’  rights, why don’ t they create a 
special fund to repay the indigenous peoples for caring for the rainforest?  

o These are important questions. 
 
  

Sinafasi Makelo, Dignite Pygmee 
 

[Please note that Sinafasi Makelo was unable to attend and present, evidently due to visa 
problems] 

 
 

Marcos Terena, Comite Inter-Tr ibal 
 

�  I am from Brazil and it’ s a great honor to be here with you all.  This is a good segue to Bonn and 
COP 9, a commitment to our mother earth. 

�  Those who supposedly civilized us have a different relationship with mother earth. 
�  I’m thrilled to see the diverse indigenous peoples here, your dress and knowledge.  It’ s great to 

see folks from the Middle East here, too. 
�  Brazil has several hundred different indigenous peoples. 

o The Brazilian indigenous peoples delegation to UNPFII is largely from the Amazon. 
�  What are our points of view?   

o When I talk about the earth, I’m talking about my homeland, as well as New York and 
Germany because this affects us all.   

o Indigenous peoples are opening the doors to global policy, in general, and today we talk 
about climate change.   

o We can’ t just complain about impacts, we want to be part of the solution.  We have 
something to offer. 

�  To close, things are changing in our community.  There are new health problems, and the old 
people say this comes on the spirit of the wind and we don’ t know its source.  But now it’ s from 
the white man.  I tell him it affects the white man, too. 

�  This our challenge. 
�  We need to consider health, consider changes, consider Ecuador and the petrolereros. “Cleaning ”  

the indigenous peoples.  We are victims of development.  Important that we’re here at the United 
Nations.  This is a new time and there is a new ecological consience to be awakened. 

 
 

Alejandro Argumedo, Asociacion Andes 
 

�  I run a Quechua-Aymara association in the highlands of the Andes.   
�  In first panel, a brother from the Andes spoke about the importance of that ecosystem.  In general, 

indigenous peoples live in the most sensitive ecosystems of the world, and climate change affects 
these areas especially.  Everyone is now talking about climate change.  There is increasing 
awareness about the adverse affects of climate change, but less so about what’s happening at the 
local level and how communities are dealing with climate change.  New projects proposed to 
guarantee that approaches concur with indigenous peoples’  perspectives. 

�  Among indigenous peoples’  organizations, the discussion is on food security, ecosystem defense, 
and indigenous peoples, all based on Millensium Ecosytem Assessment.   

�  Indigenous peoples propose to use traditional knowledge and local communities to develop 
scenarios for the future and propose indigenous adaptation strategies.  Without this we would just 
hear about inappropriate and forgien approaches like REDD that actually hurt us.  We need to 
develop our own non-market-based alternatives.  We will collaborate with UN University, 
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include the assessment, and we want our knowledge to be the basis so that we better understand 
what communities are doing and their perspectives. 

�  With regard to the carbon market and the clean development mechanism, this is a human rights 
issue about access to resources and fights over them.  We should call for a human rights monitor 
under the UNPFII to ensure that there are no other human violations under these. 

�  We should guarantee that the indigenous peoples’  declaration be thoroughly included in all 
climate change work.  

 
 

Mary Simat, Chairperson, Indigenous Peoples of Afr ica Coordinating Committee 
(IPACC)      

 
�  Since 2002 I have attended the forum.  We talk, and then we wonder about implementation when 

we go home.  So this side event is a good opportuntity to discuss this and really move it forward. 
�  Indigenous peoples are the custodians of knowledge.  Climate change doesn’ t need PhDs, etc.; we 

need the folks at home because we’ve done it since time immemorial. 
�  It’ s important for Africa to recognize rights.  They have to recognize that Africa has indigenous 

peoples. 
�  Adopted instruments have to be implemented at the local level but they currently aren’ t. 
�  Indigenous peoples of Africa have trouble accessing funds.  It is easier to come to the UN in New 

York City than it is in Nairobi.  We need to support access. 
�  We need to support local initiatives and not just be reactionary.  We need our own food security 

not just react in times of drought. 
�  Some of us don’ t have internet access.  How can we get the information that is reaching everyone 

else?  Language in UN statements is also too cumbersome.  It needs to be simple and 
understandable. 

�  We need to be part and parcel for being part of processes. 
�  We need to mainstream international startegies into national processes. 
�  Thanks CI.  I hope that you’ ll support our workshop in Africa so that we can solve our own 

problems. 
 

Comments 
 

Participant from Brazil 
�  We are victims, but we aren’ t responsible, and we also are not included in the discussions.  The 

whole thing is a lie.  None of these funds or markets benefit us.  Rather they just affect our lands 
and take them away from us. 

 
Participant from India 
�  In one sense it’ s true that indigenous peoples are the worst affected, but I also wonder in the 

longterm if we will be the biggest casaulty?  What about the cities?  Confined to the buildings 
because of bad air and unable to work.  But maybe we are the solution? 

�  Let’s ask ourselves the serious ethical and moral questions:  How we consume, what we 
consume, and who we depive by doing so? 
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SESSION 2:  CLIMATE CHANGE: IMPACTS AND RESPONSES 
 
11:00-11:10 Introduction   
  Moderator:  

John Scott, Program Officer  – Traditional Knowledge CBD, Secretar iat  
 

�  Impacts of climate, meeting overviews. 
�  Helsinki – Indigenous peoples and climate change meeting.  Interesting discussion, indigenous 

peoples are good at articulating problems, but at this meeting we also started discussing solutions, 
opportunities and threats. 

�  This was followed by another meeting in Australia discussing threats and opportunities in carbon 
markets.  It became obvious that indigenous peoples are already very involved in adaptation.  
This highlighted that we can’ t interfere with local level adaptation, but we do need funding for it.   

o For example, Inuits are hunting only once a year now, therefore they needed a new 
freezer.   

o In Australia, indigenous peoples are engaged in carbon offset market and it became clear 
that indigenous peoples need good information, plain language to make informed 
decisions.  Indigenous peoples want to be in control of their adaptation projects.   

o In Pacific, indigenous peoples communities may need assurance that there will be 
somewhere for them to go if their countries become submerged.  There are concerns 
about how entire communities could move to adapt and develop adaptation plans. 

o Regarding mitigation, noted that indigenous peoples haven’ t been involved, but there’s 
no discussion about how to curb energy consumption. 

o There’s concern that climate change will boost nuclear industry, which may increase 
dumping on their lands. 
 

   
11:10-11:40 The Science of Climate Change 
  (Organized by Conservation International) 
  Presenter:  

Celia Harvey, Conservation International  
 

�  In November 2007, the IPCC noted that there is no doubt that climate change is occurring and 
that human activities are increasing green house gases to cause it. 

�  Climate change definition – any change in the measures of climate (such as temperature or 
precipitation) lasting for a long period (decades). 

�  What are the signs of climate change? 
o Clear upward trend in temperature. 
o Increases occurring everywhere, all regions of world in land and sea, faster in northern 

latitudes, lands warm faster than oceans. 
o Marked differences and changes in rainfall – either toward drought or stronger storms.  
o Rising sea level from warmer water, which expands, and melting glaciers and ice caps, 

rising 3 millimeters per year. 
o Decrease of snow cover and glaciers. 
o Warming of poles and loss of sea ice. 
o Collapse of Wilkins Ice Shelf (7 times size of Manhattan). 
o Impacts in the ocean are detected all the way down to 3000 meters.  There is coral 

bleaching.  This occurs as the ocean takes up more CO2, it becomes more acidic, and then 
it kills coral. 
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o There are changes in ecosystems such as earlier spring events, animals and plants moving 
northward and up mountains, and loss of polar and montane ecosystems. 

�  What is causing climate change? 
o Sun comes through the atmosphere, it heats the earth’s surface, and then it is radiated 

back into space.  But a layer of greenhouse gases is reflecting the radiated heat back to 
earth.  We have natural greenhouse gases, but now we’ve emitted tons of other fuels and 
contributed to it.  Therefore, it’ s even more difficult for the heat to escape. 

o Greenhouse gases include: carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), 
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs), sulphur hexafluoride (SF6). 

o Sectors producing greenhouse gases include: forestry, agriculture, industry and others.  
Forestry and agriculture together produce about 30 % therefore we have to think about it 
in conjunction with industry (19.4%). 

o How rapidly are these greenhouse gases rising? The measure of CO2 in the atmosphere is 
currently at 379 parts per million (ppm) and increasing 1-2 particles per year. 

o Per country, the highest contributors of emissions around world are the US and China.  In 
the US, this is largely from industrial processes.  In South America and Africa, this is 
largely from land use change. 

�  What are projections for the future?   
o Currently CO2 is measured at 379 ppm.  Can we stabilize at 450 ppm?  That would still 

mean a 2 degree Celsius increase in temperature.  Many are aiming for this.   
o With a hotter temperature, the impacts are much more extreme. 

�  What can we do? 
o Mitigate – by reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  To stabilize at 450 ppm, we would 

need to peak by 2015 and then reduce carbon emissions from there.  Options – for 
industry sector includes fuel efficiency, cleaner technology, waste management, and 
renewable energy.  For the forestry and agriculture sector, we can improve land 
management and prevent deforestation and degradation (REDD).  Land also gives you 
opportunity to take up CO2 and therefore recover lands. 

o Adaptation through human adaptation, water efficiency, diversity of crops, harvesting 
schedules, relocation, health action plans, and relocation of roads. 

o We should also consider the effects on the animals that you depend on (diversity). 
�  Conclusion  

o The signs are clear that climate change is happening. 
o There is a global effect, but types of problems are unique in each area. 
o Climate change is accelerating – urgent - immediate action needed. 

 
 
11:40-12:30 International Response: Policy and Markets 
  Policy and Decision-making Framework: UNFCCC  
  Voluntary and Regulatory Carbon Markets and Mechanisms  
  Presenter:  

Car ina Bracer , Forest Trends, Katoomba Group  
 

�  There are many solutions to climate change. 
�  Carbon Markets 

o This is one tool to finance conservation opportunities which aren’ t about selling land.   
o It has to be complemented by social and policy approaches and is specific for each 

context.   
o Need property rights. 
o Sellers need clear requirements. 
o This tool can’ t be forced on people. 
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o Ethical issues around recognizing that land stewards should be compensated for their 
protection of ecosystem services. 

o Concept is new and developing; it’s important to take time to understand what is 
happening and what roles exist.  

�  The Katoomba Group is a network interested in compensation for ecosystem services. 
o We want to learn among all the players that are involved in this. 
o This is an ethical issue.  Land stewards should be compensated for their services. 

�  Ecosystem marketplace – all this is currently developing and emerging, evolving. 
�  What is the carbon market?  Both regulatory (committed under convention) and voluntary 

(increasingly important.  Good for pilots).  There are multiple carbon markets, all with different 
rules and operating mechanisms – both regulatory and voluntary segments of the market. 

�  For the regulatory market:   
o Kyoto meeting established commitments by developed countries to reduce carbon 

emissions by 5% by 2012. 
o Annex one countries and non-annex one countries are participants.   
o The Marakesh Accords address reforestation and afforestation, all judged by 1990 Clean 

Development Mechanism. 
o Bali roadmap – addition of REDD, how it will be regulated, who participates and how. 
o Clean development mechanism – there is a designated national authority – and this is the 

point where everyone can potentially participate.  Projects must be evaluated on many 
different points including stakeholder feedback.  Expensive process, only one forestry 
project has gone through it and it took 534 days.  Seventeen projects in the pipeline.  

o Leakage – Make sure you don’ t increase carbon emissions outside of your project.  
o Additionality – creates addition to the business-as-usual approach.  
o Baselines. 

�  For the voluntary market  
o Ecosystem Marketplace Report will be published next week.  Growing market and 

sources of demand. 
o Need to influence the type of projects that are appropriate for any given country. 
o Existed before Kyoto. 
o Increased activity in recent years. 
o Forestry is largest segment of voluntary market. 
o Creating cleaner energy. 
o Business is largest investor to improve their image and to influence the market rules – 

want experience. 
o Communities also want experience. 
o Produces co-benefits. 

�  REDD - Important to consider the second D which stands for degradation. 
�  Need to understand threats and opportunities so we can address the needs of the future.  

 
 
12:30-1:30 Lunch 
 

Testimonies on Climate Change   
Presentation of Participatory Videos filmed dur ing UNPFI I  by Insight Video, 
UNDP-SGP and partners 

 
�  Facilitate local video production. 
�  Working with UNDP to develop this as a tool for indigenous peoples. 
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Yoko Watanabe – GEF (Global Environment Facility) 
 

�  GEF funding for indigenous peoples and climate change.  We’ re very open to working together. 
�  GEF projects: mostly biodiversity focused. 
�  GEF is a funding mechanism for CBD and UNFCCC. 
�  Completed first analysis of projects with indigenous peoples and hope to launch results at 

Bonn. 
�  GEF recognizes that they need to enhance their projects with indigenous peoples. 
�  Mitigation: renewable energy and energy efficiency.   
�  LULUCF: more recently focusing on this.  
�  Support pilot and demonstration projects that have adverse effects on vulnerable 

countries, sectors and communities. 
�  Adaptation Funds 

o Strategic Project on Adaptation (SPA): 50 million allocated, to ensure delivery of 
global environmental benefits in the GEF focal areas, sustainable land 
management. 

o Special Climate Change Fund: 160 million allocated, top priority to adaptation 
(no global benefits) – e.g. water management, agricultural management. 

o Least Developed Country Fund: 65 million allocated, implementation of NAPAS 
but need further collaboration with civil society on this. 

o Adaptation Fund: 2% of the share of proceeds of CDM.  Adaptation Fund was 
mandated to GEF since Bali.  GEF will manage 2% of the proceeds of the CDM 
and disperse this to most needed countries who can work on adaptation initiatives.  
Probably a value of several hundred million per year.  Not clear on how it will be 
managed.  Hope to fund first projects by the end of this year. 

�  GEF Climate Change Project with indigenous peoples 
o GEF policy on participation applies and they want to see indigenous peoples’  

participation.  Indigenous peoples can access GEF funding directly and participate 
in GEF projects.  As an example, there is community-based adaptation 
programme. 

o GEF is 5 million dollar endeavor, UNDP implemented. 
 
 
  Indigenous Responses to Climate Change: Scaling up Community-based   
             Approaches 
  Presenter:  

Stephen Gitonga, UNDP-GEF Small Grants Program 
 

�  GEF model and Small Grants Programme (SGP) – mandated to give funds directly to the 
communities.   

o Established in 1992, now in 105 countries.   
o Over 9000 projects have been financed.   
o More recently there’s a climate change focus. 

�  SGP: each country receives an allocation every year.   
o Average about $400,000 to each country.   
o Small grants are usually about $50,000 and given to local NGOs for 

environmental projects.   
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o Work in all the GEF focal areas. 
�  In climate change focal area:  

o Focus on mitigation: 99% of projects focus on mitigation rather than adaptation at 
this point.  Currently 1400 projects which focus on renewable energy, energy 
efficiency and sustainable transport. 

o Adaptation – SGP promotes climate change grassroots initiatives.  Community-
based adaptation focus is very new.  It gained momentum after the UNFCCC 
COP in 2003 in Milan.  SGP has been involved since 2004.  GEF developed its 
own community-based approach to adaptation.  Community-based adaptation 
(CBA) goal is to increase capacity.  Characteristics include that projects are 
participatory, localized to, and focused on indigenous peoples.  There is a 
learning-by-doing approach to address inadequate adaptive capacity to climate 
change/variability.  CBA incorporates the perspectives of local players, done in 
partnership with all stakeholders.  Also mandated to have capacity-building 
aspects. 

�  Small Grants Programme links global, national and local concerns, adopting a transparent 
and participatory approach. 

�  Not involved in carbon finance projects – not mandated to implement Kyoto protocol-
type projects. 

 
 
1:30 – 2:00 Discussion on REDD: Opportunities and Challenges 

(Organized by UNDP Environment & Energy Group and the Small Grants Programme) 
  Panel:  

Terence Hay-Edie and Char les McNeill, UNDP 
 
  Char les McNeill 
 

�  We need advice.  We’ve heard objections to REDD.  Governments are allocating funds to 
it though, but no one is talking to you.  There have been experiments in and on your 
lands.  Ironically you have the smallest carbon footprint around.  And you also recognize 
that the lifestyle of developed countries isn’ t really changing. 

�  Things will happen – will we influence them or be influenced by them? 
�  New mechanisms to address carbon could bring sustainability and bring benefits, but your input 

is needed.  Land rights and land tenure are critical. 
�  Big question – how can REDD be designed to take into account the needs of indigenous peoples? 
�  UNDP wants to pilot some projects, wants to ensure indigenous participation. 

 
Questions: 
 

�  Under what conditions could REDD be designed to work for indigenous peoples (i.e. land rights 
security, participatory governance frameworks, legitimate financial transfer systems)? 

�  Have you had experiences with other payment for ecosystem services mechanisms that could 
inform how REDD could work? 

�  What role does the UN system have in making REDD work for indigenous peoples? 
�  This is a continuum and there is a question of scale.  Are there any comments on the question of 

scale? 
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Comments: 
 

Participant 
�  What about protection of intellectual property when we talk about traditional knowledge?  
 
Participant 
�  It’ s good to hear about funding availability for indigenous peoples, but it doesn’ t seem that 

community representatives are really able to access the funds.  How can they do this? 
�  Also, used to work for an NGO that went through the lengthy process of securing funding, but 

indigenous peoples don’ t have this time nor the know-how to do so. 
 

Participant from Kenya   
�  It’ s easy to read on the screen, but what are the actual procedures we should follow to gain access 

and make our voices heard?  It’ s just not as easy in real life to do as it is to see it on the screen.  
The UN process and procedures are complex.  Donors are only willing to be the first funders, but 
who will be the second and third?  Sustainable funding mechanism?  Access? 

 
Participant from India 
�  As local indigenous communities, we don’ t know this international language.  We as pastoralists 

are using land and don’ t have control nor right under Indian law.  We have no access to land 
because NGOs, businesses, farmers get preference.  In my state, no NGO is run by indigenous 
people.  We should also talk not only about livelihoods but also education.  We need equity in 
education.  We need to be empowered by education.   

 
Participant from Jordan  
�  It’ s important to consider language.  Local peoples should know that there is something called 

GEF.  But indigenous peoples don’ t have the power to approach these grants.  You need to just go 
to the indigenous peoples themselves and seek their advice. 

�  Language – take Arabic, for instance.  Even though we are an official language of the UN, there 
are no documents in Arabic in the system and we can’ t apply in Arabic. 

 
UNDP-SGP Participant 
�  We are trying to be inclusive of all national and local languages, and we’ re looking at 

participatory video as a way to work with local peoples, too. 
 

UNDP-SGP Participant  
�  In CBA, the Maasai have a project trying to bring internet closer to the people.  
�  Regarding mobile communities, we target solar panels because you can carry them along with 

you. 
�  Means of consultation with indigenous peoples happen through national steering committees, 

stakeholder workshops. 
 

GEF Participant 
�  This is a lengthy process.  We know its length is unacceptable.   
�  We now have a new project cycle and it will help shorten whole process.   
�  We have to address the project within 22 months of receiving it. 
�  Regarding access, there is an NGO network where we hear concerns of indigenous peoples.  We 

are always open to your concerns.   
�  We also have national dialogue venues.  There is a GEF project called the Indigenous Peoples 

Network for Change and the International Alliance of Indigenous and Tribal Peoples of the 
Tropical Forests has been the implementing agency for this.  Regarding languages, the counsel 
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documents are now in Spanish, English and French, but the small grants program accepts in 
national languages. 

 
Char les McNeill 
�  Access seems to be a real issue, access to information, languages and funds.  Maybe we need a 

committee?  Maybe we need some guidebooks on PES REDD and climate change?   
 
 
2:00 - 2:30 Climate Change and Business: Forest Carbon Projects and Standards for   
             Implementation 
  (Organized by the Climate, Community and Biodiversity Alliance (CCBA) and   
             World Conservation Society (WCS) 
  Presenters:  

Joanna Durbin, CCBA  
 

�  Global interest in tackling climate change.   
�  Within the land-based sphere, we heard that a significant portion of carbon comes from the forest 

and agriculture sectors, and responses to these include increasing carbon uptake, reducing 
emissions from deforestation, reforestation and agro-forestry. 

�  Land –based carbon activities have potential to impact people and biodiversity. 
o Threaten ecosystems. 
o Endangered species. 
o Reduced water quality. 
o Loss of natural pollination. 
o Privatization of land. 
o Invasion. 

�  Potential positives 
o Continued use of forest projects. 
o Maintenance of traditional knowledge and culture. 
o Biodiversity and conservation. 
o Watershed and soil protection. 
o Employment or new sustainable livelihoods. 

�  Project design and implementation is key 
o Careful site selection to maximize benefits. 
o Broad and early local collaboration. 
o Design for multiple benefits. 
o Build in sustainable livelihoods. 
o Long-term management, community incentives, and buffers. 

�  Community Conservation Biodiversity Alliance (CCBA) came together in 2003 and developed 
the CCB standards.   

o CCBA wants to show the multiple benefits of projects.  
o First need good knowledge of the site. 
o Must contact all people involved in the site.  
o Must know land tenure situation.  If there is land tenure clarity then the project can be 

accredited. 
o CCB standards are standards for land-based projects that came together after 3rd party 

validation, high level of public review. 
o Project proponents have to demonstrate their analysis.   
o The standards are helping to bring transparency to the market. 
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�  An investor would be interested in this because they want to demonstrate to society that they are 
responsible.  Don’ t want to be seen as abusing rights and sustainability.  They are accounting for 
risks which ultimately improve their investments.   

�  Certification: 
o 5 projects are currently CCBA-certified.  
o 4 more are posted for public comment.   
o About 90 projects have expressed interest in using the standards.   

�  Investors and businesses are now coming to them, and CCBA is helping to create a stronger 
awareness of potential issues for investors.   

o There are issues that investors want to avoid therefore they need to be involved. 
o Major portfolio investors include: World Bank, BioCF, Ecosecurities, Merril Lynch, 

Equator Environmental. 
�  Currently in revision and are considering the inclusion of Free, Prior, Informed Consent (FPIC).  

Comments are welcome.   
 

 
L inda Krueger , Wildlife Conservation Society 

   
�  The Makira Forest Project in Madagascar is a CCBS-certified project.   

o The project is a functioning forest carbon project bringing benefits to local people and 
using carbon markets to make this work. 

o It’ s in northeast Madagascar. 
o WCS is in process of establishing a park. 

�  Madagascar 
o 8th poorest country in the world.   
o 150,000 people in 120 villages. 
o About 80% of people depend on slash and burn agriculture. There is also swidden 

agriculture which leads to low productivity, largely because of lack of legal land rights.  
Only recently is there a new way to acquire land rights. 

o Lack of infrastructure. 
o Lack of access to health services. 
o Rich area biologically, many species of endangered lemurs. 

�  2002 – Started the Makira Forest Project.   
o Wanted to integrate communities into management of the project. 
o Conservation of biodiversity and ecosystem services. 
o Alternative livelihoods and sustainable financing also stressed. 

�  Madagascar’s Contractual Forest Management Law (2001) recognizes customary rights and 
provides legal basis for local management.  Communities must request these areas. 

o There are 36 communities in Makira. 
o Project works with those that already have contractual arrangements with the 

government. 
o Other communities are working to get legal tenure to have rights to the area.  

�  Zoning has been community-led, community-driven, leading to community empowerment.   
o They have been able to stabilize land use change in the areas where the people have 

gained management rights to their territories. 
o There are 17 sites that are communes or villages that have achieved the transfer of 

management rights to these areas. 
o Carbon was considered a community component – communities had a huge incentive to 

apply for contracts to legalize tenure. 
o Also provides a management structure that allows communities to apply for funds for 

these lands and to get carbon revenues. 
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o Will reduce deforestation by 50% over the project timeline (meaning 9.5 million tons of 
CO2 over 30 year period, or 300,000 tons of CO2 per year). 

�  Revenue distribution from Makira’s emissions reductions: 
o 50% to local communities.  
o 25% PA management.  
o 15% support to Ministry for carbon finance unit. 
o 2.5% monitoring and verification.  
o 5% marketing. 
o 2.5% local foundation (fund management). 

�  Working with government to ensure that this distribution happens. 
o Funding goes to the areas identified by the communities (sustainable agriculture, 

ecotourism, environmental education, health partnerships, training, micro-enterprise 
development, etc.) 

�  Makira long-term community benefits. 
o It’ s hoped that the project will ensure the long-term integrity of the ecosystem services 

vital to local and regional economics (especially watershed protection and fisheries). 
o The project will also sequester 9.2 million tons of CO2 equivalents.   
o Improved management to ensure survival of globally threatened species (including 20 

lemur species and others). 
o Forest carbon is the most secure way to reduce forestry emissions by linking carbon 

funds directly to reduced emissions. 
o By working with local communities, you have a much more verifiable target and address 

many equity issues. 
 
 

Howard Gould, Equator  Environmental  
 

�  I am the co-founder of Equator Environmental (EE).   
�  EE is a member of CCBA because it protects our initial investment.  

o If we didn’ t consider land tenure issues, that puts us at risk down the road.  This focus is 
often related to indigenous peoples.   

o We are interested because of carbon and social responsibility; these are critical issues to 
consider therefore we must clearly incorporate the participation of indigenous peoples in 
our projects.   

o Sometimes, projects involving of indigenous peoples actually bring more value to those 
carbon credits, less risk, for the greater good of the community and the environment. 

o It’ s particularly important from a risk management perspective in the eyes of the investor.  
 

Comments 
 

Participant from India 
�  Clarification of the corporation perspective. 

 
Participant from Colombia 
�  Two words – property, benefits.  We need to have consultation and participation in response to all 

this. We are always the last people to be consulted to give our opinions.  This is why when we 
talk about it we have to consider the potential problems – if this is managed by NGOs, they may 
not be the voice of the peoples that actually live there. 

�  In the example of Colombia, after fumigation of Colombia, we have a law that anything that will 
affect our territories has to be consulted with the community, and the community has to grant 
permission.  We need a clear policy on these themes so that these interactions are guided and 
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appropriate.  To really move this forward, I need the information in Spanish.  That will really help 
me and my colleagues. 

 
Participant from Congo 
�  Congo is the second biggest forestry basin after the Amazon and we have all the same worries. 
�  My question is about REDD – what are the guarantees that indigenous people are taken into 

account in REDD?   
o Consider the rights declaration for indigenous peoples.  At this point, we really don’ t 

know how indigenous peoples will benefit from REDD.  We need to see and know this.   
o What we claim as indigenous peoples isn’ t recognized.  
o The wealth from these carbon projects, what document can we use to guarantee that we 

as indigenous peoples do gain benefit from this?   
o I would also like to see more dialogue about all this at the international level and I would 

also request that these documents be translated into French for all of us. 
 

Participant from Senegal 
�  Today is really helping us to think about climate change and malnutrition because of lack of 

proper food resources.  I think the UN should be thinking about the program for indigenous 
peoples.  Indigenous peoples in the framework of the forum should address the proper financing, 
considering how climate change will affect the population from the Sahel.  Consider the effects of 
climate change on our lives, on health on women – we’re much more affected. 

 
Joanna Durbin 
�  Thanks for comments.  I think UNDP will take many of them into account as they address this. 
�  CCBA can also help you lobby.  We focus on creating awareness among the investment 

community to have projects that are in collaboration with local communities and how markets can 
bring benefits and tools for the community.    

�  We also recognize that this isn’ t a complete answer.  Have to go through policy frameworks, too, 
but recognize that civil society can play an important role. 

 
Participant from USA 
�  I am a chief from upstate New York. 
�  There is a serious lack of recognition by governments.  Carbon emissions should be zero.  If we 

really want to survive.  What are we taking from the forest itself?  What are the people taking?  
Land tenure has never been a government priority.   

�  EU has doubled their focus on carbon trading.  Why?  If we’ re going to survive, the game is over 
right now.  I have to admit I don’ t understand the market, but I’m going to study it.  It’ s moving 
fast, and this usually means that it’s not for the good of the people. 

 
 
2:30-2:40 Summary of Points and Comments from Panels and Presentations  
  Session Moderators: 

 
Trevor  Stevenson, Amazon Alliance 

 
�  Indigenous peoples are some of the most vulnerable to climate change because of their 

connection to nature and natural resources. 
�  Indigenous peoples are not included as a priority in climate change discussions and, as human 

rights issue, and they should be. 



 
 

45 
 

�  Indigenous knowledge is being destroyed by climate change; it’ s no longer appropriate.  But 
other presenters noted that it is precisely indigenous knowledge that will help us adapt and 
mitigate. 

�  The importance of forests for global climate and indigenous peoples as the owners and protectors 
of forests.   

�  Climate negotiations need to include legitimate indigenous organizations, and NGOs and experts 
should help provide information to indigenous peoples but not make the decisions for the 
indigenous peoples.  This would violate the right to self determination.   

 
 

 Char les McNeill, UNDP 
 

�  Celia showed how climate change works, and our role in it, all correlated to temperature and 
weather. 

�  Catrina mentioned markets.   
o Regulatory – governments have to adhere to them because they committed themselves in 

the conventions.   
o Voluntary markets are increasing significantly.  They are an important arena for 

experimenting on new approaches that may become regulatory. 
 
 

Terence Hay-Edie, UNDP 
 

�  Yoko mentioned that the GEF is trying to learn by doing.  Small projects allow us to do trials and 
now we can use that as we look at adaptation, which is a newer area.   

�  A paper by Vickie Tauli-Corpuz mentions the need for immediate funds for adaptation and this is 
important. 

�  Stephen mentioned the geography of where GEF is working on adaptation, which also serves as 
valuable trials.  SGP is looking at all ecosystem types. 

 
 

Char les McNeill, UNDP 
 

�  REDD - how can we maximize benefits of REDD? 
�  CCBA – projects can have positive and negative impacts.  Standards are a way to enhance the 

positive and minimize the negative. If you can assess projects independently on their social 
benefits, environmental benefits, it gives good feedback.  

�  Makira example:  
o Shows how funds from the voluntary market are sequestering carbon and benefiting the 

environment and community.   
o Funds from voluntary markets deliver triple benefits. 

�  Private sector example:  
o Involvement in CCBA not just because of good will, but rather it also benefits our 

investment.   
o Rights are a matter of protecting their investments because a lack of rights introduces a 

security risk. 
o Indigenous peoples’  involvement also helps maximize the value of the project. 

�  Feedback was that indigenous peoples are the ones who need to be consulted - we have the 
resources, we need to be consulted. 

�  If there is something moving this fast, it’ s like a gold rush, so be wary.  Make sure it’ s the right 
thing. 
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SESSION 3:  IS THERE A WAY FORWARD? 
     
    
2:40-5:00  Facilitated Discussion 
  Co-Facilitators:  

Max Ooft, Association of Indigenous Village Leaders in Sur iname 
Juan Car los Jintiach, Executive Co-Director , Amazon Alliance 
 

Participant from Guyana 
�  I am with the Amerindian Association in Guyana, South America. 
�  There are times to be happy and sad at the forum.   

o Happiness – the Declaration. 
o Sadness – when we look at what’s happening and understand it, the Amazon and the 

world over. 
�  Participation of indigenous peoples is important – but until we are really serious about involving 

indigenous peoples, we won’ t move anywhere.  This is because we don’ t respect leadership and 
legitimate representatives of the community in our governments. 

o Government is polished and manipulative of our leadership; there isn’ t a level playing 
field.  They give us info in technical language and this isn’ t fair, we can’ t comment.  
Then the governments feel like they are the legitimate guardians of indigenous peoples 
and make decisions for us. 

o IIRSA in Guyana – they want to make a dam that would flood 11 indigenous 
communities and then make road into Venezuela.  We opposed, but then they paint us as 
extremists. 

o BINGOs – NGOs that negotiate with the government.  But BINGOs also need to be 
willing to stand up to the government in defense of indigenous peoples.  This is a 
common scenario that NGOs don’ t stand up for the indigenous peoples to get government 
to change behavior. 

�  Changes in climate will prevent us from our traditional practices.  Mother is retaliating to us right 
now.  Speed that we’ re working at right now won’ t work if indigenous peoples aren’ t treated as 
equals.   

�  Indigenous peoples need to react in their own way and own time – our consultative processes are 
different than yours. 

o We need to ask the elders and spirits to guide us. 
o We are always ready to share, but what will we share if you destroy everything? 

 
Global Forest Coalition Par ticipant 
�  Considering benefits for indigenous peoples – are the benefits fair and equitable for indigenous 

peoples?   
o Do the benefits outweigh the negative impacts?   
o What are the indirect impacts of the offsets?  Might benefit one community and harm 

another.   
o Consider in relation to the consultants’  salaries. 
o Consider North American and Australian emissions, continued pollution. 

�  Let’s stop experimenting with UNDP.   
o Forget pilot projects – that’s human testing.   
o Let’s first let indigenous peoples truly participate before we even go the way of 

implementation. 



 
 

47 
 

  
Participant from Colombia 
�  This is an information space, not a consultation space, and it shouldn’ t be misconstrued as one.   
�  Maybe the next step is reunions with the regions to keep sharing information.  That way we can 

better participate. 
�  Consider spaces for consultation.  Make sure they are legitimate. 
�  Let’s be clear about what transpired here today. 

 
Participant from Kenya  
�  I represent the mobile people of Kenya. 
�  Indigenous peoples usually don’ t have power in their governments, and they aren’ t recognized by 

their governments, yet these governments constitute the United Nations.  Therefore, what’s the 
point of the UN recognizing indigenous peoples and their rights if, as a country, the governments 
can ignore UN declarations and conventions?  What mechanism can we put into place to ensure 
that they observe the UN? 

�  Member governments – how can we ensure that UN member countries pay attention to their 
entire constituency, including indigenous peoples?   

o Maybe a solution is that we can empower organizations that work with or are indigenous 
peoples’  to pressure governments. 

o What are the points of UN declarations when nations can ignore them? 
o What mechanisms can be put in place to ensure that resolutions on indigenous peoples’ 

rights and issues are implemented? 
o How can we make sure that governments and NGOs and inter-governmental agencies are 

made to have indigenous issues on the table?  Empower the indigenous peoples lobby 
groups. 

o There needs to be strong empowerment of indigenous peoples’  issues.  
o Create a strong network of indigenous peoples to create a strong voice for airing concerns 

to governments.  How can governments be inclusive in all decisions that they make so 
that they can be mutually beneficial? 
 

Conservation International Participant 
�  Information – how does information get to the right region and level?  I think this is where the 

gap is.  We are moving toward Bonn, how do we get information there? 
 

COICA Par ticipant 
�  Reiterate Colombian comments. 
�  Many things to be clarified – like the funds.  This is really important, and if we don’ t address it, 

we won’ t have a good result.  Funds have to arrive to the indigenous peoples and beneficiaries. 
�  Also need to ensure land tenure.  If not, we’ ll never address deforestation. 
�  We really have to change the focus of this whole discussion.  There are many donors and 

agencies that want to work with indigenous peoples.  Then you have to work on the themes that 
we want to work on.   

�  We need joint action plans. 
 

Brazil Participant 
�  In Minas Gerais there is a mega project in our area affecting our river.  Before, the river 

integrated our whole country, but today the river is sick. 
�  Yet the government is working to build even more dams.   

o They are bleeding our sick river. 
o Yet this is supposed to be for the accelerated growth of our country.   
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o Our big country needs energy, yet why are all these actions taking place on our lands?  
Indigenous peoples’  lands. 

�  Why so much energy?   
o It’ s for all those other Brazilians and Peruvians.   
o These mega-projects are focused on indigenous peoples’  lands.   
o Now they are also talking mining in our indigenous peoples’  lands. 

�  We as indigenous peoples shouldn’ t have to die so that the rest of Brazil has a better quality of 
life. 

�  We need support from the UNPFII to denounce these problems. 
 

Katoomba Group Participant 
�  More information.  Recognize that Katoomba has idea of sharing information and we always give 

a special place to indigenous peoples in our work.  Please contact us, work with us.  The 
indigenous voice is always welcome. 

�  It seems like you are talking about need for more workshops in regions. 
o We are willing to arrange for workshops, to give special attention to indigenous 

communities.  
o We can organize responses to your demands. 
o It is important to strengthen multi-sectoral dialogues - there’s an event coming up in 

Panama and in Mexico in May. 
�  We have a manual for understanding the carbon market that explains some of the ways this 

mechanism works.   
o This is collaborative.   
o Please give us examples on processes that work well so that we can strengthen and 

improve the work that we are doing. 
 

Participant from India 
�  Need to remind indigenous peoples and non-indigenous peoples alike.  Basis for us is our 

spiritual identity with the earth. 
o We are all her children.   
o I invite those who don’ t hold this value system to consider if you were being offered 

deals about what you hold most dear – before you put up propositions to destroy forests, 
pollute rivers, and destroy people. 

�  Suggestion on training and capacity building: 
o Over the years at the UN it’s been recognized that indigenous peoples have wisdom and a 

sense of the sacred and the earth that we all most learn from.  Yet it’ s always our capacity 
that must be built.   

o Maybe you, the industrialized world, should undergo a similar sort of capacity building to 
speak to us, just as we have done to learn to speak to you in the UN. 

 
IPACC Participant 
�  We always say at meetings that we want our capacity to be built, but we don’ t recognize the skills 

that we have. 
�  We emphasize inclusion, but what does this really mean when we’ re attending meetings all over 

the world? 
�  Land tenure – what mechanisms can be used to ensure that fair benefits are felt? 

 
Global Justice and Ecology Project Par ticipant 
�  Problems in REDD schemes.   

o To proceed with this is dangerous if we haven’ t first addressed our own consumption of 
forest products and reduced the demand.   
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o If we proceed with REDD without having first done this, we will only increase the 
demand for the same forest products we are trying to reduce 

�  What is the point? 
 

Participant from Brazil 
�  Brazil – In Brazil we have started discussing climate change with rubber tappers, and other 

countries such as Indonesia and the DRC.  From this meeting we developed the Manaus 
Declaration, which is available on the table. 

�  We want to strengthen the work of those that came together and our own REDD proposal.  It’ s 
really important for us to build this with other indigenous peoples from other parts of the world, 
thereby making it even stronger. 

 
Participant from Congo 

�  We have a need to preserve the environment and this has to be based on knowledge of and 
partnership between indigenous peoples and organization.  Must be a strong partnership.   

�  For example, GEF is financing a project in my country.   
o There’s a lot of money to be invested in park, but given to government which isn’ t always 

bad, but it needs to take into account indigenous peoples.   
o Currently that’s not the reality.   

�  At the national and sub-national level, representatives don’ t really care about indigenous peoples.   
o You recognize that we are partners but then you avoided us.   
o You recognize our contributions, yet you don’ t use us as your first partner. 
o Principles to practice.  This is important.  You’ve been negligent, and now you’ re crying 

about the consequences.  You need air conditioning, you need heat. 
 

Participant 
�  Healer. 
�  How can we get the industrialized world to better understand the urgency and necessity?  We need to 

awaken their sacredness and appreciation for the earth. 
�  People in cities are not equipped to deal with problems.  Look at your own ecosystem within yourself.  

We have a lot to learn from indigenous leaders in the room. 
�  Pending questions put to the floor. 
 
 

Max Ooft, Co-Facilitator  
 
Pending questions 
�  How can the UN ensure that indigenous peoples’  rights are respected? 
 

UNESCO Par ticipant 
�  We’re dealing with challenging issues.  Necessary to remember that the UN is governmental, can’ t 

get around that, but then the flip side is that decisions are taken collectively, therefore pressure plays a 
role.   

o Parts of the UN system support indigenous peoples yet other parts are contradictory.   
o This is our challenge. 
o We must work within the UN for the desired change. 

 
 

Max Ooft, Co-Facilitator  
Pending questions 
�  How to get the information to indigenous peoples? 
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�  What do we really need to do?  What is each person going to do personally? 
 

Conservation International Participant 
�  From my perspective, CI is willing to work with indigenous peoples across the regions where we 

work and to identify how we can work together.  We are not the only organization out there.   
�  I am committed to work with groups to identify our way forward. 
 

Equator  Initiative Participant 
�  I commit to developing our own organizational capacity to work with indigenous peoples. 
�  We’d like to do this at Barcelona – a capacity building day for NGOs in Barcelona. 
 

Indigenous Environmental Network Participant 
�  US Native American had a chance to be in Bali. 
�  There has been lack of recognition of indigenous peoples.   
�  We don’ t see carbon trading and funding mechanisms as the answer. 
�  They may actually be more harmful if indigenous peoples aren’ t considered. 
�  We need concordance – indigenous peoples’  rights, FPIC. 
�  Our position here is not exact, but rather in support of those who have opposed these carbon projects 

and carbon trading since their inception. 
 

Participant from USA 
�  Anytime you feel pressure, people are looking for a signature to sign something.   

o We’ve lost a lot of territory through signatures.   
o Don’ t put your signature on anything you don’ t understand, so take your time.   

�  Industrialized countries need to be accountable for climate change, too, not just indigenous peoples. 
o What will be the case 7 generations from here?   
o It’ s not a race question; it’s more a question of the human species.  What will happen to the 

wolf will happen to us and the industrialized countries.   
�  It’ s coming faster than we want to accept. 
�  Just a month ago he ratcheted up the timeframe, from 10 years to 5.   
�  It’ s the nation states that need to change, not indigenous peoples.   

o It will be too hot; we’re in the spring of global warming.   
o How I see this is that we’re offering you a fair share, if you just sign this paper here. 
o It’ s got to be the states that change the most.  I think we can do it.  Industrialized states need 

to be realistic, not indigenous peoples, that’s our very survival. 
o Every four days there are a million more people born. That’s not sustainable. 
o It’ s up to us to put pressure on he industrialized states to take action.  We don’ t have a lot of 

time. 
�  We need to share more.  We need to do our ceremonies.  I’m going to try harder.  It’d be great if the 

German hosts take leadership on this.   
�  The issue isn’ t money.  It’ s zero carbon.  We can’ t give up. 
�  This morning we were protesting another coal fire plant, that’s the last thing we need. 
�  The US has .25 of world’s carbon footprint but we also have the biggest capacity for change.  We just 

need to do it. 
�  Do not challenge the natural laws because you will not prevail. 

o Treaty – one dish one spoon – means share equally. 
o Nobody owns the woods, but everyone is responsible. 

�  Let’s pick our targets and try harder.  We’ ll have several more natural disasters, and maybe then our 
brother will understand. 

Juan Car los Jintiach, Co-Facilitator  
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�  I’ ve been authorized to be here by my elders and community and spiritually.   
�  Thanks to everyone, I’m learning every day.    
 
 

Max Ooft, Co-Facilitator  
 

�  Principles 
o The spirituality of mother earth, not just the economics of carbon trading. 
o Self determination of indigenous peoples – take leadership in environmental matters. 
o Self representation in discussions and decision-making. 
o Respect for indigenous peoples, indigenous leadership, indigenous institutions - treatment on 

basis of equity. 
o Recognition of indigenous peoples’  wisdom and knowledge. 
o Change in ideology needed - polluters need to take responsibility. 
o Collective approach necessary, shared responsibility. 

�  Strategies 
o Take leadership by indigenous peoples. 
o Consultations directly with indigenous peoples involved and representative organizations – 

international, regional, sub regional and national. 
o Recognition of indigenous peoples’  rights in all programs. 
o Making UNDRIP a living document. 
o Increased accessibility and effective participation in discussions and decision-taking, 

including language and mechanisms. 
o Effective information sharing mechanisms and sharing of experiences and strategies. 
o Empowerment and capacity strengthening. 
o Also capacity strengthening of non-indigenous peoples for understanding indigenous peoples 

better. 
o Solidarity by (BI)NGOs with indigenous peoples. 
o Put pressure on developed countries and citizens to look into consumption patterns and take 

responsibility for their over consumption. 
o Reduce demand on natural resources. 
o Create fund for indigenous peoples on climate change under own management. 
o Direct funding to IPOs. 
o Accessibility to funding, information, forums. 
o Return to concepts of sustainable development (inclusion of environmental and human rights 

considerations) – change in the three C’s (conduct, consumption patterns, 
commercial/economic models). 

o UN to be supportive in ensuring adherence of international agreements. 
�  Actions: 

o This was informative; need for real consultations at regional level. 
o Further consultations with elders, spiritual leaders and spirits. 
o Implementation of above strategies. 
o Information in accessible forms and languages to be able to bring back to our constituencies. 
o Construction of new process to reconstruct discussions on climate change. 
o Strengthen indigenous peoples’  networking. 
o Formulate policies at national level on indigenous peoples. 
o Strategic planning, including cooperation with supporting organizations. 
o Provide opportunities to make indigenous issues and problems more visible (advocacy). 

 
USA 
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�  Thanks to German Government for hosting. 
 
    
5:00-5:30 Summarizing Next Steps and Closing: 
  Co-Chairpersons: 

 
 
Johnson Cerda, Comunidad de Santa, Ecuador  
 

�  Thanks to all. 
�  Max summarized all. 
�  There isn’ t anything that we invented here today; rather what we were missing was more the 

communication.  Sharing this information is important and strengthens our networks.  Thanks 
to all for sharing.  Hope it has been useful. 

�  In 3 weeks, the report will come out on this.  Will come up through regional representatives.  
Will also come through the blogspot. 
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Appendix III  
 

Registered Par ticipant L ist 
 
 
  Last Name First Name Organization 

1 Jintiach Juan Carlos  AA 

2 Moreira Paula 
Amazon Institute of Environmental 
Research 

3 Argumedo Alejandro Associacion Andes 
4 Batzin Carlos CICA 
5 Apurinã  Francisco COIAB 
6 Surui Almir COIAB 
7 Tabo Egberto COICA 
8 Escobar Diego Colombia 
9 Huertas  Hector  Comarca Kuna Yala  

10 Arias Marcial IAITPTF 
11 Cerda Johnson IAITPTF  
12 Gonzalez Manuela IUCN South America 
13 Pazmiño  Aracely IUCN South America 
14 Castro Estebancio Land is Life 
15 Lopez Florina Land is Life 
16 Masardule Onel Panama 
17 Alarcon Adan Tribal Link 
18 Alarcon Tomas Tribal Link 
19 Carmen Andrea Tribal Link 
20 Puerta Pena Saul   
21 Saravia Maria   
22 Monsanto Evelyn   
23 Terena Marcos Brazil 
24 Marcos de Oliveria Antonio   
25 Furagaro Jorge   

26 
Mohammad Al 
Zalabeh 

Salem 
Mutlaq  WAMIP 

27 Makelo Sinafasi DRC 
28 Bambanze Vital IPACC 
29 Che'k Aicha IPACC 
30 Hindon Omaxou IPACC 
31 Itongwa Mukumo  Joseph  IPACC 
32 Juvenal Sebishwi IPACC 
33 Kalimba Zephyrin IPACC 
34 Kanzayire Dafve IPACC 
35 Lenkai   IPACC 
36 Masabo Charles IPACC 
37 Meriwas Jane IPACC 
38 Mwarabu Adam IPACC 
39 Pacifique Mukumba IPACC 
40 Saovonta Abrubacrine IPACC 
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41 Sena Kanyinke IPACC 
42 Sivel Ole IPACC 
43 Lovera Simone Land is Life 
44 Syatfle Yoab Land is Life 
45 Abbasova Gulnara Tribal Link 
46 Lusama Tafue Tribal Link 
47 Ole Lengai Jackson Tribal Link 
48 Omari Ima Manuela Tribal Link 
49 Taggaoa Ronald Tribal Link 
50 Rimas Rene Tribal Link/IPACC 
51 Saita Christiana Tribal Link/IPACC 
52 Canqui Mollo Elisa UNPFII Member 
53 Biteghe Rossy WAMIP 
54 Chacu Ganya Francis WAMIP 
55 Chatty Dawn WAMIP 
56 Chimiddorj Altanchimeg WAMIP 
57 Desai Lalji WAMIP 
58 Farvar Taghi WAMIP 
59 Guliye Abdi Y. WAMIP 
60 Herbert Herder Dan WAMIP 
61 Khawaldeh Khalid  WAMIP 
62 Ndiyaine Mosses WAMIP 
63 Rahimzadeh Aghaghia WAMIP 
64 Sidibe Diénaba WAMIP 
65 Sodnom  Maamankhuu WAMIP 
66 Stevenson Trevor AA 
67 James Tony APA Guyana 
68 Scott John  CBD Secretariat 
69 Durbin Joanna CCBA 
70 Harvey Celia CI 
71 Stone Susan CI 
72 Walker-Painemilla Kristen CI 
73 Smolens Michael dotSub  (UNDP) 
74 Zadunaiksy  Edward  dotSub  (UNDP) 
75 Schwartzman Steve Environmental Defense 
76 Rodriguez Maria EPA 
77 Whitney Janice EPA 
78 Gould Howard Equator Environment  
79 Griffiths  Tom Forest Peoples Programme 
80 Watanabe  Yoko  GEF  
81 Hay-Edie Terence GEF SGP 
82 Ganapin  Delfin GEF SGP 
83 Spohn Silke GTZ 
84 Rattana Kittisak IAITPTF  
85 Samangun Hubretuus IAITPTF  
86 Cordone Antonella IFAD Rome 
87 Asadullah  Sara Insight Participatory Video 
88 Redman  Jacob Insight Participatory Video  
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89 Simat Mary IPACC 
90 Bracer Carina Katoomba Group 
91 Miller Rachel Katoomba Group 
92 Mulenkei Lucy Kenya 
93 Rogei Salau Daniel Kenya 
94 Blackman Adelard Land is Life 
95 Cooper Joshua Land is Life 
96 Gibbs Susan Land is Life 
97 Hall Veronica Land is Life 
98 Keane Brian Land is Life 
99 Langelle Oren Land is Life 

100 Petermann Anne Land is Life 
101 Rhea Chelsea Land is Life 
102 Arnegaard  Turid  NORAD 
103 Mathis Eira Olav Saami Council 
104 Blair Mary Saami Council 
105 Elisara Fiu Samoa 
106 Raygorodetsky  Gleb The Christensen Fund  
107 Drapkin Julia Kumari  The World  
108 Deutz Andrew TNC 
109 Souza Helcio TNC-Amazon 
110 Corrie Damon Tribal Link 
111 Elliot Melissa Tribal Link 
112 Robens Emma Tribal Link 
113 Williams Charles Tribal Link 
114 Johnson Sam UN University-Tokoyo 
115 Timpson  Sally  UNDP 
116 Roy  Chandra UNDP Bangkok 
117 Sombolinggi  Rukka UNDP Bangkok  
118 Fernandez  Beatriz UNDP CSO Division 
119 Kane  Thierno UNDP CSO Division  
120 McNeill Charles UNDP EEG 
121 Gitonga Stephen UNDP-GEF Small Grants  
122 Nakashima Douglas UNESCO 
123 Sen Ishaani  UNFIP 
124 Ooft Max VIDS- Suriname 
125 Krueger Linda WCS 
126 Oglethorpe Judy WWF 
127 Kjorven  Olav Director of UNDP/BDP  
128 Longinotto Finn   
129 Yael Leila   
130 Ehrenaus  Liza    
131 Retter Gunn-Britt Saami Council 
132 Campbell  Jeffrey  Ford Foundation 
133 Jimenez  Vanessa Forest Peoples Programme 
134 Goldtooth Tom   
135 Lyons Chief Oren   
136 Buppert Theresa CI Recorder 
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137 Woofter Alisa  CI 
138 Halverson  Elspeth  UNDP 
139 Tobler  Gaby  UNDP 
140 de Ravin Eileen  UNDP 
141 Smithies Cassandra Tranlator 
142 Cabrera-Lopez Juanita Tranlation 
143 Lasseter Jodi Tranlation 
144 Fach Estelle Translator 

 


